PRAGYA KAUSHIKA
MEW DELHI, JANUARY 12

THE CENTRAL Pollution Control
Board ((PCB) has asked the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) to take some specific
steps to control pollution and
asked it o startworkingon some
of the measures immediately.

Some of the steps that re-
quire immediate attention in-
clude launching an extensive
awareness drive against pollut-
ing vehicles, strict action against
visibly polluting vehicles, in-
stalling weigh-in motion bridges
at Delhi's borders to prevent
overloading, steps to prevent
parking innon-designated areas,
early alarm system for com-
muiters on traffic congestion or
major route diversions, stag-
gered LiMings o minimise peak
movement of vehicles, retro-
fitting of diesel vehicles with
particulate filters and decongest-
ing pathways.

In a communication sentto
the DPCC, the CPCB said, “Under
Section 17 (1) {a) of the air{ pre-
vention and control of pollution )

act, 1981, oneof the functions of

the state pollution control board
and pollution control commit-
tees is to plancompre hensive
programmes for prevention,
control.. of air pollution and ©
secure their execution”,

The board observed that the
levels of particulate matter {PM
10and PM 2.5) in the National
Capital Region (NCR)exceed the
MNational Ambient Air Quality
Standards.

“The primary source of air
pollution in NCRstatesarevehic-
ular emissions, burning of bio-
mass, crop residue, municipal
solid waste and garbage, road
dust, construction and demoli-
tions and industrial emissions...
There have been regular meet-
ings between the Union ministry
of environment with the govern-
ments of Delhi, Haryana, Uttar
Pradeshand Rajasthan to evolve
and implement short and long-
term action plans. State govern-
ments have agreed to imple-
ment the plans. Clean air is a
matterof right,” stated thecom-
munication Toimplement some
of the ather measures, the Board
hasalsogiven the pollutioncorn-
trol committee between 30 and
90 days.
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CPCB to Delhi: Take specific steps
to check pollution, meet deadline

CPCB DIRECTIVESTODPCC

Stepsto curb vehicular
pollution:

B Synchronise traffic
movements for lane
driving: 30 days

B Install vapour recovery
system in fuelling stations:
J0days

B Install remote-sensor
based PUC system:
90days

B Finalise action plan to
check fuel adulteration: 90
days

B Finalise action plan for
public transport on CNG
mode: 90days

BWiden roads and
improve infrastructure:
90days

B 'romote ba ttery-
operated vehicles: 90 days

Stepsagainst bio-mass
buming

m Introduce wet vaccum
sweeping of roads: 30
5

m Maintain pothole-free
roads: 60days

m Introducewater
fountainsat major
intersections:

90 days

m Promote use of [PG:
30 days

m Stringent action
against open burning:
Actimmediately

m Propercollection of
horticulture waste: Act
immediately

m Enforcement of ban
on burmning of waste:
Actimmediately



