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DTC to bear NGT notices to 1,418 defaulters Zoo stocks did
not
match
with
the brunt of
documentation
green fight
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Proposal To Cut Fares By 75%

Satabhisa.Bhaumik
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Delhi government has proposed to
slash fares of Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC)
fares by 75%. Delhi transport
minister Satyender Jain said
the decision, which will need
cabinet approval before it’s
notified, is expected to encourage more people to use public transport.
The government has also
decided to make DTC bus travel free for students till the
age of 21 years.
Talking about the proposal, Jain said that the decision
was taken to encourage people
to shun their private vehicles
and use public transport extensively to help the city bring
down vehicular pollution.
Under the proposal, while
non-AC DTC and cluster
buses will have a flat rate of
Rs 5, AC bus tickets will cost
Rs 10. Jain also spoke about
bringing down the rates of
monthly DTC passes from Rs
800 to Rs 250 for non-AC buses
and from Rs 1,000 to Rs 250
for AC buses.
“I hope that with this decision, bike users will move towards public transport. Car
users are also expected to do
the same,” said the minister.
Transport experts, however, are not too happy with
the proposal as DTC, which is
already reeling under losses,
is expected to be hit further.

The corporation incurred an
operational loss of Rs 1273.19
crore in the financial year
2014-2015.
A senior fellow at the Indian Foundation of Transport
Research
and
Training
(IFTRT), SP Singh, said that
this step will do little to encourage those travelling on personal vehicles to switch to buses for everyday commute.
“Delhiites are very discreet in picking up services irrespective of the cost. Buses are

The government has
also decided to make
DTC bus travel free
for students till the
age of 21 years
yet to qualify as a reliable means of transport due to frequent breakdowns, delays, overcrowding, lack of safety and
comfort,” said Singh.
Singh said the discount in
fares is a wasteful exercise,
which won’t yield the desired
results. “This will only result
in the loss of public money
and eventually push the
transport corporation towards privatisation. The government should push for infrastructural development
instead by upgrading the present compressed natural gas
(CNG) vehicles to liquefied
natural gas (LNG) or electric
buses,” says Singh.

New Delhi: The National Green Tribunal on Wednesday issued notices to 1,418 defaulters
who have not paid penalty for
burning garbage and flouting
pollution norms at construction sites.
The environmental compensation for burning waste
is Rs 5,000 and the penalty for
causing pollution at construction sites is between Rs
5,000 and Rs 50,000, depending on the size of the plot.
East Delhi Municipal Corporation (EDMC) on Wednesday filed an application in
NGT saying that 520 challans
have been issued till date against waste burning but 336 defaulters didn’t pay up. EDMC
collected about Rs 9.96 lakh
from these.
EDMC had collected over
Rs 63 lakh for violations of
the green tribunal’s directions against dust pollution
at construction sites. According to the application, 1,082
out of 1,403 challans haven’t
been paid by defaulters.
EDMC appealed that
NGT issue orders for recovering environmental compensation against defaulters.
EDMC’s lawyer Balendu
Shekhar said all challans have been issued to individuals

Green body
takes note
of TOI report

WHAT ARE YOU SMOKING?

Air quality was considerably better on Wednesday than what
is expected in the city during this season. The air quality index
(AQI), according to CPCB, was 295 and in the “poor category”.
At most locations, PM2.5 levels were below 200 micrograms per
cubic metres. This may be a fallout of good wind speed during
the day, between 4 and 1 metres per second, which helped in
dispersing pollutants. Wind speed, however, fell to 0.3 metres
per second after 7pm
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or owners of construction
plots. “For garbage burning,
notices have been issued to
those found at the spot of the
fire,” he said.
A bench headed by NGT
chairperson Justice Swatanter Kumar issued notice to
the sub-divisional magistrate
of the district to explain why
the tribunal’s order on recovery of environmental compensation from the defaulters was not implemented.
“Notice be issued to all the
parties and be served by the
corporation. The defaulters
are directed to appear before
the tribunal on the next date
of hearing — January 30. Notice be also issued to the SDM
to explain why the order of
the tribunal was not implemented,” the bench said.
The bench was hearing a
petition filed by Vardhaman
Kaushik against air pollution in the capital. The bench
observed that it was “surprising” that in so called upscale
south Delhi colonies, residents engage guards for their
own convenience but they give a shed to the security personnel who burn garbage there to keep themselves warm.
“Why can’t they give
closed shelters to guards
and give them heaters,” the
bench said.

Notice to MoEF: Exemption
to realty projects ‘absurd’
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Noida: The National Green
Tribunal on Wednesday took
suo motu notice of a TOI Citizen Journalist report on garbage burning in Noida Sector 96
and issued notices to the Noida
Authority, the DM and the SP.
The authorities have been asked to explain the violation of
pollution control norms as well
as non-implementation of the
ban imposed by the tribunal on
garbage burning.
The TOI had carried a photograph of the incident, which
took place on December 15, in
its issue dated December 21.
This is the second time the
NGT has taken suo motu notice
of a TOI Citizen Journalist report on garbage burning. Chairman of the tribunal Justice
Swatanter Kumar showed the
photograph to other judges before issuing the notice.

New Delhi: The National
Green Tribunal (NGT) on
Wednesday found a notification recently issued by the
ministry of environment and
forests (MoEF) exempting real estate projects from obtaining prior environmental
clearance to be “absurd”.
It issued notices to the
MoEF and the ministry of urban development (MoUD)
and observed that all constructions for the time being
will be subject to the tribunal’s orders in the matter.
The tribunal was hearing
a petition filed by the Society
for Protection of Environment
and
Biodiversity
against the Centre. The environment ministry, in a recent
amendment notification published on December 9, 2016 exempted building and con-

struction projects of all sizes
from the process of environment impact assessment
(EIA) and prior environmental clearance before beginning construction.
For smaller projects (less
than 20,000 sq metres) it even
has
a
“self-declaration”
clause, which will ensure issuance of permission from

BAD AIR
urban local bodies. For larger
projects of more than 20,000
sq metre size the environmental clearance (EC) and
building permission will be
given by urban local bodies simultaneously in an “integrated format.” Earlier, EC
was mandatory for construction projects larger than
20,000 sq metres under EIA
notification 2006.
The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) was the first

urban body to make these
changes in its building bylaws even before the draft notification was published in
March 2016.
But the NGT bench raised a
number of questions on the legal implications of the notification. It asked how the notification could bypass air and
water acts? The “consent to operate (CTO)” and “consent to
establish (CTE)” are issued to
all construction projects by
the state pollution control
boards. But this notification
authorises only the urban local bodies and the experts appointed by them to issue clearances and monitor compliance of various environmental clauses mentioned in the
new notification.
Advocate Sanjay Upadhyay who is representing
the petitioner said, “the notification dilutes the entire
EIA procedure”.
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opment minister Maneka
Gandhi, an animal rights activist, wrote to the ministry of
environment and forests on
Wednesday, urging immediate action against the director and veterinary staff of
Delhi zoo. “Such complete
corruption at the zoo can only
be possible when the manage-

he CZA realised that
the zoo was to have
been supplied one 50ml vial of ketamine, but the
zoo authorities admitted to
actually holding five 10-ml
vials of the medication. Besides, the stocks did not
match with details in the extant documentation. “The
date rape drug has a high
value in the black market.
This raises questions,” explained a CZA official.
“The records show one
vial of 50ml was to be supplied, but how did the zoo get
five vials of 10ml each? The
stock register also showed
the ketamine stock to be nil,
but the zoo still possessed
two 10ml vials.”
Replanta was procured
in 2008, a year into its life of
three years. However, the
medicine stock register recorded its expiry date as
“not mentioned” instead of
2010, allowing its continued
administration well past
that year. To compound this
lapse, the zoo authorities
had not recorded the details
of the animals on which the
medicine was used on several occasions.
“The medicine may or
may not be harmful to the animal, but continuing to use it
for so many years after its expiry date is unacceptable.”
Citing these omissions,
union women and child devel-
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Replanta was procured
in 2008, a year into its
life of three years.
However, the medicine
stock register
recorded its expiry date
as ‘not mentioned’
instead of 2010
ment has no fear of law and
no regard for the regulators,”
the minister said in her letter.
“May I request you to issue orders to immediately prosecute the director, Delhi zoo,
and the veterinary staff so as
to set an example for the other
non-complying zoos.”
It also appeared that the
zoo authorities had removed
rhino horns from its custody
without proper documentation. There were no records
showing the quantity of
horns that had been withdrawn and sent for testing.
The CZA report has been
submitted to the ministry of
environment and forests for
further action.

UNCLEAR PICTURE
Union minister Maneka Gandhi has written to the
environment ministry to take stringent action against
zoo authorities found erring on multiple grounds
WHAT’S WRONG
➤ Removal and theft
of rhino horn
➤ Use of medicines
past their expiry date
➤ Negligence in treatment
of sika deer and consequent
death of a fawn
➤ Deaths of at least 15 hog
deer which was suppressed
by the zoo director
➤ Illegal procurement and
theft of ketamine

➤ Large-scale deaths of
langurs and forgery in
postmortem reports

BJP writes to LG
on delimitation
New Delhi: BJP has raised the
issue of delay in the delimitation process with lieutenant
governor Najeeb Jung. On
Wednesday, BJP MLAs met the
LG and requested him to ask
the Delhi government to expedite the process.
Leader of the Opposition in
the state assembly, Vijender
Gupta, said, “It appears that the
government is not serious about holding civic elections on time. The delimitation report
was sent to the chief secretary
on November 20, which he had
forwarded to the urban development minister Satyendar Jain
on November 25. Since then, no
action has been taken.” TNN

