Air not clear over scheme impact
Ozone Levels Rise Sharply On Monday But Still In Safe Zone; No Clear Trend On PM2.5
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New Delhi: No clear trend of
reduction in particulate matter (PM) pollution has emerged so far since the second
phase of the odd-even scheme
came into force on April 15.
Ozone (O3) levels, which have
been on a decline for the past
few days, also rose sharply on
Monday, according to the System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting and Research
(SAFAR). O3 levels increased
from 33 parts per billion (PPB)
to 45 ppb but continued to remain in the safe zone.
Experts claim that the levels need to be tracked for a
week to get a clear picture,
but the initial dip in ozone is a
positive sign so far.
According to Delhi Pollution Control Committee’s
website, the PM 2.5 average
between 8am and 8pm on
Monday for three locations—Mandir Marg, Punjabi
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New Delhi: After a 15-hour
operation, police managed to
arrest two employees of a jeweller who had staged a robbery of Rs 75.5 lakh. The men
had plotted the heist for three
months after watching episodes of a crime serial.
The accused, Kuldeep Raj
Verma (39) and Anuj Jain (30),
kept a watch on the accounts
to find out the amount of cash
being transferred daily. On the
day of the incident, jeweller
Nishant Sarvaria sent Verma
to a client in Greater Kailash
to collect the payment. On the
way back, Verma called Sarvaria claiming that he had been robbed by two men near
Dhaula Kuan at gunpoint.
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Bagh and RK Puram—was as
low as 55 to 60 micrograms
per cubic metre (μg/m3) compared to 90-100μg/m3 on April
15. Central Pollution Control
Board’s air quality index data
since April 9 shows pollution
levels had peaked on April 15,
the day odd-even began but
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solved, staffers held
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Verma then called Jain
and handed the cash bag to
him to hide it at his house.
“Cops grew suspicious of
Verma after his statements
were found contradictory,”
said Surender Kumar, DCP
(southwest). During interrogation, Verma broke down
and confessed to have staged
the robbery. The money and a
motorbike was recovered
from Jain, said joint commissioner, southwestern range,
Depender Pathak.
The duo became insecure
when they learnt that Sarvaria
was planning to wind up his
business and shift to Gujarat.
Verma wanted to set up a
business, while Jain wanted
to buy a flat as he was planning to get married.

2 hostels for NE
students in JNU
New Delhi: Two hostels for the students
of the northeast studying in the Jawaharlal Nehru University and Delhi University will soon be constructed, Union Minister Jitendra Singh said.
This was conveyed by Singh, minister
for development of north eastern Region,
when a group of northeast students from
DU called on him on Sunday.
Singh told the students that in Jawaharlal Nehru University, the Ministry of
DoNER has already acquired a piece of
land in the campus and after some delay
on account of forest clearance from Delhi
administration, the land is now ready to
be used for a northeast hostel. PTI
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started falling on subsequent
days. On Monday, AQI was
more than what it was on Sunday but lower than that of
April 15. But AQI continued to
remain in “poor” category.
“It seems like air quality is
improving marginally. Weather is also favouring the odd-
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even scheme because wind
speed is moderate. Ozone is
formed when NOx, CO and volatile organic compounds
(VOC) react with each other.
Transport emissions are one
of the biggest sources of O3.
Let’s see if these benefits can
be maintained in the next few

days and whether peaks are lower than earlier,” said a scientist from one of the central government agencies on condition of anonymity. The wind
speed on Monday was between
0 and 3 metre per second.
According to the US Environmental Protection Agency, “Emissions of NOx and
VOC from motor vehicles and
stationary sources can be
carried hundreds of miles
from their origins, and result
in high ozone concentrations
over very large regions.
“Scientific evidence indicates that ground-level ozone
not only affects people with
impaired respiratory systems (such as asthmatics),
but healthy adults and children as well. Exposure to ozone for 6-7 hours, even at relatively low concentrations, significantly reduces lung function and induces respiratory
inflammation in normal,
healthy people during pe-

riods of moderate exercise.”
SAFAR’s website compares the current PM 2.5 levels
with the ones recorded in the
same period last year, which
show a slight drop on April 17
and 18 compared to the same
dates in 2015.
“If traffic reduces, it may
help stabilise pollution levels. So even if peaks reduce,
it’s a big thing. When traffic
volume decreases, it will reduce personal exposure to
pollutants because of reduced travel time,” said Anumita Roy Chowdhury, head of
CSE’s clean air programme.
Scientists from The Energy and Resources Institute
(TERI) said it’s premature to
comment on the impact of
odd-even. “We will release a
report towards the end of the
scheme. But the benefit that
can be achieved through this
scheme is at the most 5% to
10% reduction in PM,” said
Sumit Sharma of Teri.

