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■ Shankar (Randeep) is the kingpin 
of  the thriving business of  blood-
theft in Karnal, Haryana. To get 
better access to blood banks, he enrols 
himself  in a government college 
where he meets Rajesh (Akshay). The 
latter is enamoured by Shankar’s 
aura. They become thick friends and 
partners in crime. But greed and ego 
change their equation.

T
he best thing about Laal Rang
is its novel idea. It is dark, 
murky and lays the perfect 

plinth for an enchanting film. The 
bad news here is that it is an oppor-
tunity lost. 

Director Syed Ahmad Afzal fails 
to lap up the chance to deliver 
something memorable. His approach 
lacks clarity. The convoluted 
screenplay is unsure about where it 
is headed. Despite having all the 
makings of  a macabre thriller, Syed 
goes for drama. There is romance, 
bromance, tears, heartbreak and 
enough material to make ‘fifty shades 
of  sappy’.

Randeep is the only one holding 
fort. He plays the brooding, elusive, 
sinister Shankar with elan. In the 
romantic scenes, he is effectively 
charming. At one point when he 

flashes a shy, dimpled smile at his 
girlfriend (Meenakshi), you can’t 
miss that he has all the makings of  a 
rustic romantic hero. Alas, the 
moment passes too quickly. 

His co-actor Akshay Oberoi is 
affable, and the two share a warm on-
screen camaraderie, but their act 
cannot cover up for the glitches in 
the plot.

It is unforgivable that Syed steers 
clear of  the nitty-gritties of  the blood-
theft mafia, reducing it to a mere prop 
in the larger scheme of  things. The 
drama runs out of  steam soon enough 
and unnecessary melodrama takes 
over. What could have been a shocking 
expose about the lucrative business 
of  blood-theft ends up as a dull film. 

The revelations about the 
dark underbelly of  metropolitan 
cities never make it to the big screen. 
There is a fleeting scene in which 
rickshaw pullers sell their blood for 
money, but once the movie ends, it is 
long forgotten.

Laal Rang is half-baked and 
unconvincing. Despite the grit, it 
never becomes a riveting film. Here’s 
a lesson to learn: ideas don’t make 
good films, execution does.

— Mohar Basu

■ In this prequel to Snow White & The Huntsman, 
sisters Queen Ravenna (Theron) and Queen Freya 
(Blunt) are both rivals with powers and ambitions 
of  their own. Before they face each other off  
though, Freya must deal with two renegade 
warriors of  hers, Eric the Huntsman (Hemsworth) 
and Sara (Chastain), who have fallen in love with 
each other. 

A
combination of  Hemsworth, Theron and 
Chastain would seem like a fairly powerful 
cast line-up. But in this case, their collective 

talents seem to be a tad squandered on something 
that parades as great visual candy (read: costumes 
and scenery) and some special effects (but of  course, 
as a film like this would ride on that) but not very 
much else.

While it may seem that Huntsman may be in 
some way about Snow White, it really is about a 

breakdown in relations between the two women, 
one of  whom (Freya) turns into an ice maiden—with 
all the accompanying powers—after her baby dies 
and she is pushed to the ‘dark side’ (not to be 
confused with the Star Wars dark side!) by Ravenna. 

Their costumes look fabulous, no doubt, but 
whether by design or not, they’re given very little 
room to manoeuvre in terms of  a script for the cast. 
That being said though, the love story angle that 
forms the other main aspect of  this movie is 
decidedly more interesting to watch, thanks to 
Hemsworth and Chastain’s fairly decent chemistry.

Sure, Sara does kick some serious ass, and the 

two dwarves Nion (Frost) and Gryff  (Brydon) do 
provide for some comic relief, but by and large, there 
is a sense of  a lack of  an emotional connection when 
it comes to the characters.  

In ping-ponging in-between the sibling rivalry 
and the love story, the narrative fails to get too deep 
into either track. Also, the idea of  Freya being 
jealous of  the deep love between Sara and Eric 
(“They’re in love. They reek of  it,” she snarls to 
Ravenna at one point) is unexplained.

All said and done though, it’s the visual dazzle 
that keeps this one afloat.

— Reagan Gavin Rasquinha
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CINEMA OF THE WEEK
The Huntsman: Winter’s War
(Fantasy/Action) ★★1/2
Cast: Chris Hemsworth, Charlize Theron, Jessica 
Chastain, Emily Blunt, Nick Frost, Rob Brydon, 
Sheridan Smith, Sam Claflin, Alexandra Roach          
Direction: Cedric Nicolas-Troyan
Duration: 1 hour 47 minutes 
Language: English (U/A)
58888 code: hun

Laal Rang (Drama) ★★
Cast: Randeep Hooda, Akshay 
Oberoi, Pia Bajpai, Rajniesh 
Duggal, Meenakshi Dixit
Direction: Syed Ahmad Afzal
Duration: 2 hours 27 minutes 
Language: Hindi (U/A)
58888 code: laa

New Delhi: There is no data
to suggest that the odd-even
scheme has led to a decline in
vehicular pollution in the ca-
pital, Central Pollution Cont-
rol Board (CPCB) said on
Thursday.

On being informed about
this by the apex pollution mo-
nitoring body, the National
Green Tribunal asked the
Delhi government why 15-ye-
ar-old vehicles cannot be ta-
ken off the roads.

“Prima facie, there is no
data to suggest that odd-even
scheme has any impact on de-
crease in vehicular pollu-
tion...the fluctuations in
PM10 and PM2.5 is due to we-
ather and change in wind pat-
terns,” CPCB told a bench he-
aded by Justice Swatanter
Kumar.

CPCB, which has been as-
ked to analyse ambient air
quality data in Delhi, told the
green panel that scientific
study is going on and it would
submit its detailed report on
vehicular pollution by May 2.

“You are promoting the
odd-even scheme so aggressi-
vely. Why don’t you take off
15-year-old vehicles from the
roads in the same fashion.
Please do something,” the
bench said.

On the last date of hea-
ring, the NGT had directed
CPCB to independently mo-
nitor and record the data of
ambient air quality in Delhi
during the ongoing phase of
the scheme. Delhi Pollution
Control Committee had in-
formed the green panel that
they have been recording the
data independently for ambi-
ent air quality. PTI

No impact of
odd-even 

on pollution:
CPCB to NGT

The director general of
CSE, Sunita Narain,
tells Jayashree Nandi

in an interview that no sub-
stantial steps have been tak-
en to control air pollution in
the city, other than what the
Supreme Court has ordered
recently. The Centre and Del-
hi government can get togeth-
er to solve the crisis by aug-
menting public transport on
a massive scale, she says. She
also stresses that people
should not go entirely by the
emission load of various
sources all the time because
vehicular emissions are more
toxic compared to dust.

� Should odd-even be
made permanent?
From the very first day, we
have been saying that odd-
even is an emergency mea-
sure, used only in times of
emergency, because it quick-
ly reduces pollution levels.
We saw that happening in Ja-

nuary too when the air pollu-
tion peaks came down. But if
you make it permanent,
then it becomes a way of life
and people start looking for
ways to avoid it by either
buying two cars or by other
methods which will not help
the cause of air pollution in
any way.

� If odd-even is an emer-
gency measure, then what
are the permanent steps?
We need to make car re-
straint a way of life. That can
be done with high charges
for parking and road use and
augmentation of public
transport on a massive scale.
So, you may have a car but
parking it is going to cost you
a lot of money. Beijing re-
straints car usage by manag-
ing demand and supply.
They don’t just use taxation
and parking charges but also
have a car auction policy to
cap the total number of cars.
They have met the demand
side too by augmenting met-
ro, monorail, BRT, cycle
lanes and much more in a
time-bound manner. Here,
nobody is doing that.

� Many oppose car re-
straint saying public trans-
port isn’t good enough yet.
What about them?
That’s the chicken-and-egg
problem. Centre for Science
and Environment has been
crying about public trans-

wheelers and cars also need
to be controlled.

� Is the Centre doing its
bit?

They are doing quite a bit.
They said they will bring Eu-
ro VI by 2020. We are pushing
them to implement Euro IV
nationwide as soon as possi-
ble. They have agreed to sup-
ply CNG across NCR. Now
the Delhi government and
Centre should put their ener-
gies in massive augmenta-
tion of public transport.

�How do you feel about be-
ing on Time magazine’s list
of 100 most influential peo-
ple?
I am very happy. It’s not only
because we are on the list but
because it recognizes that we
have been challenging status
quo. It also acknowledges
that we stand for environ-
mental justice and for the
rights of the poor.

� What else has moved on
the air pollution control
front?
Nothing substantial other
than what the Supreme
Court has done. There are
four vaccum cleaners for
road dust; we have been say-
ing do something about the
fly ash dump near Badarpur
and close the plant. Trucks

need to get radio frequency
identification technology
(RFID) now so that one can
track which one is destined
for Delhi. We already have
ECC on trucks and that has
reduced the number of
trucks entering the city.

� Many argue that vehi-
cles are responsible for on-
ly 20% of the PM 2.5 emis-
sions load; then why not fo-
cus on other sources?
Let’s not get into the reduc-
tive game—from 20 to 10 to
2…we all know that emis-
sions from vehicles are tox-
ic. Emissions from diesel
cars are particularly toxic.
Vehicular emissions are 
definitely different from
dust. Cars take up a lot of
road space and they re-circu-
late dust. We cannot go by
the inventory entirely be-
cause there are lots of issues
with the way we arrive at
these. Trucks are already be-
ing tackled by SC; two-

months. We are losing each
day. In times of emergency,
restraints like odd-even are
needed. During the next odd-
even, two-wheelers must be
included in the scheme. The
3000 buses that the govern-
ment is talking about must
come in by then so that two-
wheelers don’t have to be ex-
empted. We also don’t want
cars users to move to diesel
taxis and defeat the entire
purpose. They too should be
able to take public transport.
At least one hole we have
managed to plug in this is to
ensure car users don’t have

to take the more pollut-
ing diesel taxis. With

the recent Supreme
Court order, all tax-
is in NCR will be
converting to
CNG. We even
suggest they in-
clude 30% of

government
vehicles in
odd-even
like Beij-
ing does.

port for decades. It’s not new.
Not a single new bus has 
been bought
this year
and it’s al-
ready
been
four

‘Increase public transport, restrain cars’

New Delhi:The Environment
Pollution Control Authority
(EPCA) wants the Centre to set
a “ceiling and floor to the pri-
cing structure” so that the taxi
service aggregators can char-
ge fares within this bracket.
The body also doesn’t want
surge pricing to be done away
with altogether, arguing that it
is “an inalienable component
of the aggregators’ business”.

These suggestions have been
sent to Delhi, Haryana and Ut-
tar Pradesh too.

The body has suggested
that the government could fix
a cap of 10% on the maximum
permissible rate fixed by the
government as surge pricing.
When demand is high, the ag-
gregators resort to surge pri-
cing, that is multiple times the
normal fare. 

EPCA also feels the need to
install fixed electronic meters
for fare calculation in app-ba-
sed taxis. Sources said a provi-
sion for fixed meters already
existed in the guideline issued

by the Centre. A Central go-
vernment official said, “When
GPS is used to calculate the
distance travelled, there is a
margin of error of up to 30%.
EPCA has recommended in-
stallation of BIS standard me-
ters with 3% margin of error.”

The current rates in Delhi
under the radio taxi scheme
are Rs 70 for the first three kilo-
metres and Rs 25/km thereaf-
ter. In the economy taxi sche-
me, the base fare is Rs 25 and
Rs 14/km for non-AC and Rs
16/ km for AC cabs thereafter.
For some time, Delhi govern-
ment has been mulling a uni-
form scheme for all cabs.

Explaining that the busi-
ness model of aggregators re-
quire flexibility in the number
of taxis operating at a given
place and time, EPCA has sug-
gested that, depending on de-
mand, the limit on the number
of taxis operated by a licensee
could be removed or relaxed.
Till now, a cap had been placed
to disallow market capture
and monopoly by any player.

However, there is one con-
tentious recommendation too.
Since the aggregators don’t
own any vehicles, they do not
provide any parking space for
taxis operating under its licen-
ce. However, EPCA says, “The
licensee, being responsible for
providing the final service,
must be held responsible for
ensuring taxis operating un-
der it have parking spaces.”

‘Install Fixed Meters In Cabs’

Set a cap of
10% on surge
pricing: EPCA

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: To make a cool
drink accessible to all, Delhi
Jal Board is going to set up wa-
ter kiosks across the city. The
first one was inaugurated on
Thursday at IP Estate, opposi-
te the World Health Organiza-
tion office. 

A DJB official said 200
such kiosks would come up in
the next two months of which
100 would be ready by May 15.
“Each unit would consist of a
kiosk, dustbin, cups and solar
panels. There will also be a gu-
ard. We will start by installing
these kiosks along the entire
Ring Road, ISBTs, especially
Anand Vihar and Kashmere
Gate, and in crowded mar-
kets,” said an official. 

DJB chairman Kapil
Mishra said the project has be-
en executed on a zero-cost ba-
sis using CSR funds and would
be maintained by DJB. 

DJB had earlier installed
water ATMs that charge 25 pa-
ise per litre. The kiosks are
free and would serve treated
DJB water. So, most of these
would be located close to ma-
jor pipelines. 

Cool drink for
all: DJB to set
up 200 kiosks
in 2 months

TIMES NEWS NETWORK Gurgaon: There has been a
slight decrease in levels of nit-
rogen dioxide and carbon mo-
noxide in Gurgaon’s atmosp-
here in the past 10 days.

According to data released
by HSPCB (Haryana State Pol-
lution Control Board), nitro-
gen dioxide was recorded at its
lowest level of 22.87 mg/m3
(microgram per cubic metre)
on Thursday from 29.77 on
April 12. Carbon monoxide, on
the other hand, was also recor-
ded at its lowest level of 0.56
mg/m3 (milligram per cubic
metre) on Thursday from 1.03
on April 12. The level of PM2.5,
however, fluctuated over the
last 10 days.

While some experts credit
the odd-even scheme in Delhi
with bringing down the level of
pollutants in Gurgaon,
HSPCB officials said increa-
sed windspeed was responsib-
le for the phenomenon.

“The air pollution level re-
corded by the monitoring sy-
stem of HSPCB doesn’t give a
clear picture of the pollution
in the entire city as the system
can only record pollution in a
radius of 4km. However, their
data itself shows a trend that

concentration of pollutants in
the air is going down since
April 15. Even though the de-
crease is marginal, there is a
need to learn from Delhi and
replicate the model in the city
too,” said Dr Debjani Ghosh,
an environmental engineer.

HSPCB officials, on the
other hand, said the odd-even
scheme could not have an im-
mediate impact on the air qua-
lity of the city. “The windspeed
has increased in the past cou-
ple of days. That helps in scat-
tering of pollutants in the air.
Also, air pollution in Gurgaon
is majorly owing to dust pollu-
tion. Air pollution in Delhi,
therefore, has a negligible im-

pact on the air quality of the ci-
ty,” said an official of HSPCB,
requesting anonymity.

Niranjan Raje, a member
of the Environment Pollution
(Prevention and Control) Aut-
hority (EPCA) and former di-
rector of Indian Oil Corpora-
tion, said, “We live in one of
the world’s most polluted citi-
es. There is already a high con-
centration of pollutants in the 
atmosphere. I noticed that the
number of vehicles in the city
has come down during the odd-
even scheme, which might ha-
ve led to reduction in the pollu-
tants. However, we can’t direct-
ly relate it to the odd-even sche-
me in Delhi.”

Ggn gains from Delhi
drive, emissions down
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DIP IN TOXIC AIR POLLUTANTS

CSE has been 
crying about public
transport for decades.
It’s not new. Not a single
new bus has been
bought this year and 
it’s already been four
months. We are losing
each day 

We all know that
emissions from vehicles
are toxic. Emissions from
diesel cars are particularly
toxic. Vehicular emissions
are definitely different
from dust. Cars take up a
lot of road space and they
re-circulate dust. 

TOI INTERVIEW

If you make 
odd-even permanent,
then it becomes a way
of life and people start
looking for ways to
avoid it by either buying
two cars or by other
methods which will not
help the cause of air
pollution in any way 

New Delhi: The traffic police
and the transport department
seemed to have gone soft on
odd-even violators in order to
avoid unnecessary snarls.
While cops booked 189 moto-
rists, enforcement officials
from the transport depart-
ment issued only 104 challans
till Thursday afternoon. On
Wednesday, they had booked
690 drivers.

Traffic police officers said
that even relentless prosecu-
tion failed to deter violators.
There was no visible decline
in the rush-hour traffic volu-
me on arterial roads. Cops sa-
id that with over two dozen ca-
tegories being exempt from
the odd-even scheme, they fa-
ced a tough task prosecuting
errant motorists. An acute
shortage of manpower and a
high volume of traffic on we-
ek days have slowed down the
rate of prosecutions, senior
officers said. 

Those on the odd-even du-
ty did not conduct random
checks to avoid traffic jams on
Thursday. Instead, civil de-
fence volunteers were asked
to educate the drivers who we-
re stopped for flouting norms. 

Officers, however, said

they had chalked out a plan to
avoid traffic jams during pe-
ak hours and ensure maxi-
mum compliance with the
odd-even scheme. “We are al-
ready managing traffic with
less staff. Our main priority is
traffic management,” a police
officer said.

The biggest problem for
the cops is to identify the vio-
lators. As many as 25 categori-
es of vehicles have been ex-
empted from the odd-even
plan. Every time a vehicle is
stopped, cops have to verify
whether it belongs to an ex-
empted category before issu-
ing any challan. Apart from
this, drivers with CNG vehi-
cles, who failed to get CNG
stickers, have to step down
and show the cops that CNG
kits are in place. The entire
drill takes 7-8 minutes, often
leading to a snarl.

Police sources said the
staff strength needed to be in-
creased by more than 50% to
deal with the volume of traf-
fic. For the time being, teams
have been deployed along
NH-8, NH-24, near important
markets and malls. “A fine 
of Rs 2,000 is a good deterrent
but it is difficult to convince
people to pay it,” said a 
senior officer

Challans dip, cops
go easy on violators
to avoid congestion

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

EPCA also suggested
that, depending on
demand, the limit on
the number of taxis
operated by a licensee
be removed or relaxed

Shilpy.Arora@timesgroup.com


