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‘Writer broke trust of friendship’
Scholar Broke Down While Filing Complaint
TOI

Nitisha.Kashyap
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Giving her rape
complaint to the police under Section 164 CrPC, the 35year-old PhD scholar of Columbia University started
sobbing and said that Mahmood Farooqui had broken
the trust of friendship and
crossed all limits. “I came to
Delhi in June 2014 for field
work and was introduced to
Farooqui through a common
friend,” she said.
According to her complaint, on March 28 she
called him to ask for the invite to his performance the
next day and he asked her to
collect it from his house. A
few hours later, he called her
again and asked her to join in
for a wedding. “I said yes
thinking his wife and him
would attend the wedding. I
left for his house but got
late,” the complaint reads.
When she reached Farooqui’s house in Sukhdev Vihar around 9.30pm, she saw
two students leaving the
place. She didn’t find Rizvi in
the house. After saying ‘Hi’
to both the students, when
she entered the house she
found Farooqui “drunk and
crying,” the woman has
written in her complaint.
She asked him what the
matter was but “he asked me
to wait in his room-cum-office.” “I asked him if he
wanted a group hug and
called our mutual friend, but

Woman claims he
wrote to resolve
matter amicably
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IN TROUBLE: She met Farooqui through a common friend

Two days after the
incident, she wrote an
email to Farooqui. She
allegedly wrote that
she consented because
she was afraid of the
force used by him
he said he couldn’t come. I
went to the porch to smoke
when he came and kissed me.
I said this is definitely not
what you want after which
he asked me to sit on the sofa.
He kissed me, pinned me
down and sexually assaulted
me,” the woman told cops.
The scholar asked Faroo-

qui to stop but he didn’t. She
didn’t resist as she feared
him. When she stood up to
go, he asked her to wait. He
said “you will feed me” if my
wife doesn’t come. She waited till Rizvi came back, but
said nothing to her. She then
hired a cab and left. Police
said the woman claims that
the incident happened in a
span of 15 minutes.
Two days after the incident, the scholar wrote an
email to Farooqui about the
incident. At the end, she allegedly wrote that she consented because she was
afraid of the force used by
him, sources said.

he PhD student said she
was introduced to Farooqui in Gorakhpur
by a friend with whom she
had gone to the city to research on Baba Gorakhnath.
Farooqui offered to help her
get research material and later introduced her to his wife,
Anusha, as well.
The woman told police she
did not resist Farooqui’s sexual assault bid at his residence because she was afraid
of the force that he was using.
The survivor said she had
left immediately and sent Farooqui an email two days later
saying how violated she felt
after the incident. She said
Farooqui replied immediately in a two-page email apologizing for the incident claiming that he was inebriated. He
even offered to resolve the
matter amicably.
The woman has told police
that Anusha also came to
know about the incident and
was upset about it. Earlier
this week, the woman contacted the US embassy, which
in turn informed Delhi Police
asking it to take action. Police
got in touch with the researcher and requested her to

file a complaint.
Following this, police
asked Farooqui to join the investigations and he reached
New Friend’s Colony police
station with Rizvi on Saturday. Police said he admitted to
the crime when confronted
with the emails. He was
placed under arrest and produced before a magistrate.
In a written statement,
Rizvi said Farooqui present-

Earlier this week, the
woman contacted the
US embassy, which
in turn informed
Delhi Police asking
it to take action
ed himself at the police station the moment he heard
about the complaint.
“The complaint is manipulated, false and belated. We
don’t want to make any further comments on the matter.
We will wait for the court’s decision where the actual truth
of the matter will come out,”
Rizvi stated.
“We are determined to
fight this till the reality is presented before people. We are
very sure of it,” she added.

Farooqui revived Urdu art, made it popular
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: A decade ago,
Mahmood Farooqui ventured on a mission to revive
the 16th Century art of storytelling—Dastangoi—which
was considered almost extinct. The last Dastango had
died in the 1920s and people
had almost forgotten how a
dastaan (tale) was narrated.
After the efforts made by the
Peepli Live co-director, the
dying Urdu art has started
gaining a foothold and the
oral storytelling performances are held regularly across
the country.

At least 200 such shows, either starring Farooqui or directed by him, are scheduled
over the next six months.
Over the last several years,
Farooqui has held numerous
shows in the capital, including performances for Aga
Khan Trust for Culture in Apni Basti Mela in Nizamuddin.
He also hosted numerous performances for Intach, ICCR
and other organizations, as
well as private shows to
spread awareness of Dastangoi in Delhi.
Constantly
travelling
across the country, Farooqui’s friends said he is ex-

tremely passionate about the
art form and nurturing new
dastangos so that the tradition of Urdu storytelling is
passed on to future generations. Many youths from Nizamuddin have been trained

A STORYTELLER
by Farooqui and given performances for schoolchildren, bringing alive stories
related to the Greater Nizamuddin area of the noted
14th Century poet, Amir
Khusrau.
He had once told this cor-

respondent that he planned
to train Dastangos in every
major city of India and
spread the joy to even small
villages and towns. In 2006,
Farooqui and Danish Husain
stepped on stage as a Dastango pair for the first time. The
duo has been acclaimed for
numerous
performances,
which include both traditional tales as well as contemporary stories.
Known mostly as a historian and writer, Farooqui has
authored a book on the Revolt
of 1857 called Besieged: Voices From Delhi 1857, and he
was also a researcher for Wil-

liam Dalrymple’s book White
Mughals.
According to historians,
one of the earliest references
to Dastangoi in print is the
19th Century Dastan-e-Amir
Hamza containing 46 volumes of the adventures of
Prophet Muhammad’s uncle.
Mentioned first in the Deccan
courts, the story reached its
artistic apogee in the court of
Emperor Akbar.
By then, specialized storytellers called Dastangos had
emerged. Akbar himself
heard the narrative with
great relish and also used to
recite it himself.
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HOW THE FRENCH ARE DOING IT
➤ Plans to phase out diesel
vehicles by 2020

➤ Car manufacturers provide
incentives to retire old, diesel
vehicles

➤ If pollution is high for
LARGE NETtwo consecutive days,
➤ Govt gives about
WORK OF PUBLIC 30% subsidy to buy
only 50% of
CHARGING PORTS an electric or hybrid
cars are alFOR ELECTRIC vehicle
lowed to ply
VEHICLES
➤ Bike-sharing project
➤ Prohibiting heavy
Velib, car-sharing project
Autolib (only electric cars
and hybrids)

vehicles, buses and
coaches inside city, except
main Paris ring road

THE CITY’S PROBLEMS
PARIS HAS ABOUT 5.5 LAKH
PRIVATE VEHICLES. Air pollution causes about 42,000
deaths per year in France and
reduces life expectancy by 6 to
9 months, according to Bernard
Jomier, deputy mayor for health

BETWEEN 2002 AND 2012,
PM10 EMISSIONS FELL
BY 35%, NOx (nitrous oxides) by 30% and CO2 by
13% mainly due to public
transportation, Autolib
and Velib programmes

Planned in phases: Paris
shows way to clean air
Jayashree.Nandi
@timesgroup.com

Paris: The blue, clear skies
this summer in Paris hardly
indicate it has an air pollution
problem. But the top agenda
for the Paris municipality—
Marie De Paris—is dealing
with tiny, respirable pollution
particles or PM 2.5 that can get
lodged in the lungs or enter the
bloodstream of residents.
Paris, which will be hosting the United Nations climate
change conference or COP21
in December, has decided to
phase out diesel vehicles completely in the city by 2020. This
doesn’t mean the existing fleet
of vehicles will remain. The
municipality has pretty much
given six years’ time to Parisians to junk their diesel cars.
“We are telling the car industry that by 2020, diesel cars
can’t run in Paris. It’s a tough
call. We have a very powerful
auto industry in France. Residents have six years to change,” Patrick Klugman, deputy mayor of Paris for international relations, told Indian
journalists during a media
visit organized by the French
ministry of foreign affairs.
Phasing out diesel vehicles
is only one of the many strategies the city is adopting to improve its air quality. For a year
now, Paris hasn’t been allowing half its cars to ply whenever there are two consecutive
days of high air pollution levels. It has massively increased

the share of electric and hybrid vehicles and is planning
to have a Sunday without cars
in September. This would be a
message to residents to
change their lifestyle as soon
as possible to keep up with the
new policies on air pollution.
About 75% Parisians have
supported the policies on
phasing out diesel-run transport, according to Klugman.
Even more surprising is
what Paris considers to be a
high air pollution day. Accord-

ing to scientists from the
French National Centre for
Scientific Research, it’s a very
poor air quality day when concentrations of PM 2.5 or PM
10—coarse, pollution particles—go up to 100 micrograms
per cubic metre, which is the
safe standard or prescribed
limit for PM 10 in India.
On the other extreme, levels of PM 2.5 routinely go over
200 micrograms per cubic
metre and levels of PM10 also
go up to 300 to 400 micrograms
per cubic metres in Delhi with
no emergency pollution mitigating measures in place.
While comparing Paris and
Delhi may be difficult because
of demographics, economy

Fake degrees: Tomar sent to
Tihar, hunt on for 3 others
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Police are looking for three men suspected to
be involved in helping former
Delhi law minister Jitender
Singh Tomar in getting the
fake degrees, two of whose
names he had mentioned earlier. Police said they are yet to
corroborate their identities
with Tomar’s brother Nagender, who is yet to join the
probe. Meanwhile, after being interrogated by Delhi Police for 12 days Tomar was on
Sunday sent to Tihar Jail by a
trial court after police said
they didn’t require his custody for now.
Sources said that Nagender had met the investigators
after being summoned, but
soon left citing personal problems. He has been asked to reply on the identity of his
“friends” whom he had introduced Tomar to. His version

AIRBORNE WARNING: This hot-air
balloon monitors and displays
air quality information in Paris

BAIL PLEA YET TO BE HEARD

will be corroborated with
that of the two clerks who
were questioned about the
source from which they had
received the marksheets and
certificate that bear their signatures and stamp.
Sending Tomar to Tihar,
metropolitan magistrate Ankit Singla said, “The investigating officer (IO) submits
that the accused be sent to one
day’s judicial custody as his
presence is required for taking specimen signatures. Ac-

cused is granted one day’s judicial custody.”
Police also moved an application seeking Tomar’s
specimen signature to verify
it with other records required
in the investigation. However, magistrate Singla recused
himself and didn’t issue any
directions citing personal
reasons. He asked the parties
to appear before the chief
metropolitan magistrate on
Monday and put all subsequent applications in the case
to him. The magistrate, who
was also to hear the bail plea
of Tomar on Monday, transferred it to the court of CMM.
Tomar also moved an application in court seeking directions to Tihar Jail superintendent and court lock-up
in charge that he be lodged in
a separate ward and be taken
to jail in a separate van due to
security concerns. The court
accepted his plea.

and urban infrastructure, the
two cities are facing a similar
challenge.
The latest Airparif report
on air quality shows that Paris
region regularly exceeds limits set by the European Union.
They reach almost twice the
regulatory limit set by the European Commission directive.
Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) levels
exceed the limit near main
roads and in the heart of Paris.
Paris has zeroed down on
traffic for its air pollution
problem. Since more than 75%
of its electricity is from nuclear energy sources, the pollution cannot be due to thermal
power plants. According to Paris’s road traffic pollution action plan, two-thirds of NO2
emissions and 55% of particle
emissions are from road traffic. “The Parisian population
used to love cars. There was a
highway around the Seine.
Now a large part of Seine has
been converted to pedestrian
areas. France has one of the
highest proportions of diesel
cars,” added Klugman.
Paris will host 1,000 mayors just before COP21 to discuss the role of cities in mitigating climate change where
air pollution will also be on the
agenda. Paris municipality is
urging Indian mayors to join
the discussion.
Recently, the National Green Tribunal, too, ordered that
diesel vehicles over 10 years
old be phased out in the NCR.
A verdict will come in July.

Maybe it’s your bad CAR-ma.
Get a pollution check done

POLLUTION
HORROR
AIR QUALITY INDEX

Delhi

PM2.5

189 Moderate

Tomorrow 165 Moderate
Pune
Tomorrow

27

Good

23

Good

Source: SAFAR@MoES-IITM-IMD (10 stations)

Hyderabad

52

Good

Chennai

30

Good

Kolkata

15

Good

Mumbai

47

Good

US Embassy data calculated as per Indian
standards by SAFAR@MoES-IITM-IMD
Based on 1 Station Data Per City at 4pm

Budget may see debate on power
Rajesh Mehta

The petitions committee
of Delhi assembly has
decided that a meeting
will be held every month
till the power situation
in the capital improves

Ambika.Pandit
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The seven-day
budget session of Delhi assembly, starting on June 23
and ending on June 30, is likely to be a heated one over power cuts and tariff hike. In a
first, setting the tone for the
session, the petitions committee of Delhi legislative assembly has turned watchdog
on
power-related
issues
based on public complaints.
Last week, the nine-member committee chaired by
deputy speaker Bandana Kumari held a meeting with
DERC chairperson PD Sudhakar, power secretary Shakuntala D Gamlin and senior
discom officials. The meeting
was called after several petitions were received from
power consumers in different
constituencies. While power
cuts and load-shedding were
a key concern, the committee
decided that a meeting will be
held every month till the situation improves.
Kumari told TOI that the
discoms have assured that

GOVT ADDS TEETH TO PETITION COMMITTEES

the problems will be addressed at the earliest. “We
have given them time till July
1 to return with a plan and tell
us about the measures taken
by them on the issues raised
at the meeting,” she said.
Seemapuri MLA Rajendra Gautam, a member of the
petitions committee, said
that the discoms were told
about many places, particularly where the poor live, witnessing prolonged power
cuts. “The power firms were
told to lay out a load-shedding

schedule and give it to the area MLA to ensure that there
was no unnecessary victimization of people of certain areas vis-à-vis others,” he said.
The MLA also told that a
relief scheme will be brought
to resolve and put an end to inflated pending bills and theft
cases where people may have
been falsely implicated. The
discoms were asked to work
urgently on this to prevent
harassment of the public.
Members of the committee also sought a plan to deal

with the issue of jhuggi
dwellers being denied electricity connections due to
lack of residential proof. “To
prevent such people from being denied a connection, discoms have been asked to prepare a roadmap so that such
consumers can draw power
legally,” Gautam added.
The AAP government
seems to be clearly focused on
giving legislative committees
a prime role and the petitions
committee has been showing
the way for now. The committee receives petitions from
the public which may be
signed or countersigned by
the area MLA. It has the power to study the petitions and
then refer them for action or
seek action by holding meetings and also follow-up on action taken.
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