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NGT fumes at city govt’s diesel reply

Questions Plan To Induct 10,000 New Buses, Pulls Up DTC For Lax Testing And Noise Pollution
POINTED QUESTIONS

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: National Green
Tribunal on Monday took
strong exception to the Delhi
government’ssubmission that
only41of 700 vehiclesentering
the city werefound tobe pollut-
ing. It directed the enforce-
ment wing of the transport de-
partment, Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC),
weights and measures depart-
ment and Delhi Police to send
their teams to check vehicles

LET DELHI BREATHE
at three entry points on Mon-
day night. “Let them smell die-
sel through the night... and re-
porttous,” an NGTbench said.
Vehicles have to be moni-
tored at Sonepat-Delhi border,
Ghaziabad-Delhi border and
Bahadurgarh-Delhiborder be-
tween 5pm and 7am. The
teams will have to be fully

equipped and they have to doc-
ument the age, weight and the
extent of pollution caused by
each vehicle.

Meanwhile, the tribunal
said the government should
carry out a study on whether
Delhi’s traffic can handle
10,000 more buses that it is
planning to deploy. “It’s
healthy that you have decided
to bring in so many buses, but
you must have a study on
whether Delhi’s roads can
handle that kind of traffic,” it
said.

The bench also expressed
displeasure after learningthat
DTC didn’t file any report on
fitness test of its buses. “One
yearisnotenough toconducta
study? Seven of your buses
had to be impounded. Have
you checked how much noise
CNG buses are making? Have
any of these vehicles been test-
ed for noise pollution? You
think you have the right to
turn peopleof Delhideaf?” the
bench asked.

NGT also pulled up the Ha-
ryana government for not sub-
mitting a status report on the
eastern and western peripher-
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al expressways that can be cru-
cial in taking load off Delhi’s
roads. The lawyer represent-
ing Haryana claimed that a
partof the western peripheral
expressway from Manesar to
Palwal will be ready by 2016.
“There is no magic stick for
the bypasses. You have to con-

struct it,” it said while asking
it to file a status report on
Wednesday.

Observing that the work is
moving at a “snail’s pace”,
NGT said, “You had given an
undertaking to the Supreme
Court that both expressways
would be completed by 2017.
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he mannerinwhichthe

stateand central
governments have conducted
themselvesinthisissueis not
conducive to good policy
making. Whatis needed is
solid, incontrovertible data
fromanindependentbody on
exactly which source
contributes how muchto air
pollutionin Delhi. Policy must
thenbe based on what the
datatellsusratherthanon
impressions or on which lobby
ismostvocal. Giventhe
magnitude of the problem,
and the disastrous effectithas
onpublic health,itisashame
thatthese simple steps have
not yet been taken.

Why have you not allotted
work till date,” the bench
asked. On construction of
weighbridges, NHAI submit-
ted it can construct them only
at places where it has its own
toll booths. The bench directed
NHAI chairman to be present
in person on Wednesday:

The Centre, on the other
hand, continued to argue

against phasing out of vehi-
cles based on age. Pinky
Anand, additional solicitor
general, once again quoted
from the IIT reports that were
rubbished by the tribunal ear-
lier. “Banning old diesel vehi-
cles will have a miniscule ef-
fect as studies have suggested
they can reduce pollution by
1%,” she said.

“What about the rest of the
99%? How can we deal with
that? What do youmean by you
don’t have details?” the tribu-
nalasked.

“Government of India is
saying vehicles don’t cause
pollution, Delhigovernment is
saying vehicles from outside
also not causing pollution.
Something must be wrong
somewhere,” the bench added.

NGT asked the Centre if it
had identified low pollution
zones where polluting vehicles
can be moved. It also clarified
that no NOC will be issued for
transfer of vehicles to other
parts of NCR because the ban
is enforced everywhere in this
region. The Centre claimed
identifying such places is the
responsibility of the states.



