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New Delhi: National Green
Tribunal (NGT) on Monday
pulled up the Union road trans-
port ministry for not submit-
ting a “well reasoned” and
“comprehensive” report on
how much air pollution do
more than 10-year-old diesel
vehicles contribute to in the
city. An NGT bench headed by
justice Swatanter Kumar also
slammed IIT Delhi scientists,
who had drafted the report for
the ministry, for not doing
proper research in this regard. 

The bench extended the
stay on its ban on more than 10-
year-old diesel vehicles till
May 25, while seeking the Cen-
tre’s response to scrapping of
old vehicles and other issues.

Additional solicitor gener-
al Pinky Anand who repre-
sented the transport ministry
submitted in an affidavit that
more than 10-year-old old die-
sel cars contribute to less than
1% of total PM 2.5 (fine, respi-
rable particles) emissions and
that the contribution from the
transport sector is not as high.
The NGT bench found a num-
ber of gaps in the IIT study. For
instance, it wanted to know
why IIT Delhi didn’t consider
the role of commercial diesel
vehicles that ply through the
city every night in polluting
Delhi’s air. 

IIT Delhi scientists—Di-
nesh Mohan, Rahul Goyal and
Sarath Guttikunda—in a pa-
per called, “Understanding
role of transport in PM 2.5
emissions in Delhi” claimed
the actual number of cars on
the city roads is only half the of-
ficial number registered with

government and that only 6%
of cars in Delhi are in the age-
group of 10-15 years. 

They also documented the
PM 2.5 levels at RK Puram for
two years—2013 and 2014—to
compare the pollution levels
on Sundays with weekdays.
The same exercise was repeat-
ed comparing pollution levels
on days when there was a
transport strike with that of
regular days. But the team
found that reduction in traffic
did not make any significant
difference to PM 2.5 levels on
Sundays. For instance on April

30, 2015 when there was a strike
by transport workers, most au-
tos, buses and taxis were not
operating but they found on

April 30, during the morning
hours, PM 2.5 levels were even
higher than April 29 and May 1.

NGT judges wanted to

know why didn’t the PM 2.5 lev-
els reduce when traffic was
low. Is it because heavy com-
mercial vehicles from other
states were using Delhi’s
roads? “What is the basis of
this report? This report is not
comprehensive enough.Mere-
ly because you are IIT, you
can’t be always right,” the
bench said.

It also said the IIT study
seems to be only trying to prove
that NGT’s order was ineffec-
tive. “Don’t try to tell us our or-
der is wrong. The whole IIT re-
port is tilted towards proving

that the ban order is bad. There
has to be proper reasoning to
what you are saying,” the
bench added.

NGT also sought clarity on
the fact that IIT ’s findings con-
tradict CPCB’s study that had
found more than 60% of pollu-
tion is caused by 10-year-old ve-
hicles. “Get these issues clar-
ified by the scientists,” the
bench said. It also sought the
ministry’s views on capping to-
tal number of vehicles, scrap-
ping of old vehicles, car pool-
ing and incentives to those who
want to dispose old cars.

Gaps in IIT emission study: NGT

WHAT IIT DELHI
SUBMITS IN NGT
➤ Actual number of cars 
on roads in Delhi is about 
half the officially registered 
number

➤ PUC data indicates that 
there are about 11,000 to 
19,000 diesel cars more than 
10 years old, which drive 
about 9,000km per year

➤ IIT Team used PM 2.5 
data for RK Puram for 2013 
and 2014 to compare levels 
on Sundays and working 
days. It also compared lev-
els on transport strike days 
vis-a-vis regular days

➤ Found significant reduction in 
traffic on holidays and strike days
but it hardly made any difference 
to PM2.5 levels

➤ It concludes that a ban on these 
diesel cars—7% of the car fleet—
will mean less than 1% reduction
in atmospheric PM2.5 pollution

➤ Refers to 
an emission 
inventory by Sarath 
Guttikunda and G 
Calori which found that transport 
department is responsible for 17% 
of PM2.5 emissions, domestic sec-
tor (coal, biomass, kerosene and 
LPG) for 12%, brick kilns for 15%

WHAT ALL WAS SAID IN THE TRIBUNAL
HOW
NGT REACTS
➤ Why isn’t there 
any reduction in 
PM2.5 emissions on 
holidays? Why hasn’t 
the IIT team analysed 
what contributes to 
pollution on holidays?

➤ Are commercial 
heavy vehicles such 
as inter-state diesel 
trucks responsible for 

high PM2.5 levels?

➤ Why does 
study cover only 
private cars?

➤ Findings
contrary to a 2010 

study by Central 
Pollution Control 
Board which found 
that over 60% air 
pollution is caused by 
vehicles more than 10 
years old 

Cars more 
than 15 years old 

are only 1% of 
the fleet in Delhi, 

and those 10 to 15 
years old 6%

Hyderabad 62 Good

Kolkata 25 Good

Mumbai 33 Good

Source: SAFAR@MoES-IITM-IMD (10 stations)

Delhi 212 Poor

Tomorrow 229 Poor

Pune 75 Good

Tomorrow 69 Good

PM2.5AIR QUALITY INDEX

POLLUTION 
HORROR

YOU alone can stop Delhi’s 
future from going up in smoke

US Embassy data calculated as per Indian 
standards by SAFAR@MoES-IITM-IMD

Based on 1 Station Data Per City at 4pm

New Delhi: To implement NGT’s ban on
more than 10-year-old diesel vehicles, Del-
hi and the rest of NCR states—UP, Harya-
na and Rajasthan—have to frame proper
a scrappage policy, provide incentives to
those who will phase out their old vehi-
cles or fix a cap on the number of vehicle
registered in Delhi and adjoining cities. 

But the Delhi government has not yet
addressed these aspects in its submis-
sions to NGT. Urban development and
road transport ministries passed the
buck to the Delhi government in their re-
spective affidavits, suggesting that most

measures will have to be taken by the state
governments. 

For instance, MoUD said parking fee
could be hiked to encourage people to use
public transport and that a graded scale of
parking fee based on location, peak hours,

duration of parking may be adopted to
persuade people to quit using private
cars. But it further submitted that since
public transport projects are done by the
states, they can avail financial assistance
from the Centre under certain schemes. 

It stated that both incentives to be pro-

vided for car pooling and for transferring
old vehicles to other cities and towns are
state’s prerogative.

The transport ministry too declined to
submit its views on several issues that
NGT had sought its response to. It stated
that “concerned state or union territories
may take a view on this. Ministry of road
transport has no role to play in this”. 

But lawyers representing the Delhi
government kept mum. The NGT bench
on Monday directed Delhi government to
explain their stand on a resident’s plea
against interstate diesel taxis operating
in the capital in violation of Supreme
Court directive. 

Delhi govt mum on key aspects

Extends Stay On Order Banning Polluting Diesel Vehicles

CENTRE-STATE TUSSLE

New Delhi: In the middle of a
turf war with the lieutenant gov-
ernor, chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal has directed officers
that any direction from Najeeb
Jung—oral or written—will
first require a sanction of the
minister concerned or the CM
himself. 

The office order, bearing the
signature of Kejriwal, directs all
secretaries, including the chief
secretary, and department
heads to “strictly adhere” to it.
Copies of the letter have been
marked to Jung, deputy chief
minister Manish Sisodia and all
other ministers. 

To ensure smooth day-to-day
governance in accordance with
Constitution of India, NCT of
Delhi Act 1991 and Transaction
of Business Rules 1993, “no ac-
tion will be taken… till written
directions are received from the
CM or minister concerned”, the
order reiterates. 

It gives in details the norms
and laws that govern the capital
to drive home the point that
none of the statutes cited autho-
rizes the LG to issue any order or
direction to the chief secretary
or any other secretary bypass-
ing the minister or the council
of ministers. 

Secys can’t
work on LG
order: CM
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Security sought for DCW
chief : The women’s wing of
Delhi BJP has requested the
Delhi police commissioner to
ensure security of DCW
chairperson Barkha Singh. IANS

New Delhi: The National
Green Tribunal (NGT) on
Monday imposed a fine of
Rs 5 lakh on Shangri-la, a
five-star hotel and Rs 2 lakh
each on two Eros hotels in
Mayur Vihar for not having
functioning rainwater har-
vesting structures. 

Last Monday, NGT had
imposed fines ranging be-
tween Rs 3 lakh to Rs 7.5
lakh on several hospitals,
hotels and malls for not
having functional rainwa-
ter harvesting structures
in their buildings. 

The Tribunal had also
issued bailable warrants
and show cause notices to
11 other establishments
that did not appear in court
despite being summoned. 

Green panel
fines three
city hotels
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Gang circulating fake currency busted: A gang involved in the
circulation of fake Indian currency, was busted by police. Cash worth
Rs 6 lakh and two thousand worth fake notes was recovered. TNN
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New Delhi:The Delhi govern-
ment has approached the Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT)
seeking a direction to DDA to
provide land for parking 10,000
buses in the capital.

According to transport de-
partment officials, there is a
dire need to construct new bus
depots in the city as govern-
ment has planned to procure
new buses.

There are at present 42
DTC depots in Delhi, some of
which cater to cluster buses.

“There is a need to promote
public transport and discour-
age people from using private
vehicles. Keeping this in
mind, we will need more buses
and depots,” transport minis-
ter Gopal Rai said. PTI

DDA should
give depot
space: Govt 


