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HOW TO DOWNLOAD
AND USE ALIVE APP

Get the free Alive App:
Give a missed call to
18001023324 or visit
alivear.com from your mobile phone

PAGES 6, 11, 13 & 33

STEP 2 Picture Scan: Open the Alive app on your phone and scan the
picture by focusing your phone’s camera on it. QR Code Scan: Open the
Alive app and tap on the ‘QR code’ tab at the bottom of the screen. Fill the
QR code inside the square and hold still. Available on iOS and Android only.

STEP 3 Watch the
photo come Alive.
View it and share
it with friends.

Available on select android (version 4.0 and
above), iOS (version 7.0 and above), BB
(version 5.0 and above), Symbian (version S60
and above), Windows (version 7.5 and above)

NGT fumes, govt hides behind fig leaf
15 july 2015

‘Most new cars
run on diesel’

Centre Skirts Air Pollution Issue By Blaming It On Burning Of Dry Leaves
Jayashree.Nandi
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Centre
claims vehicles are not the
worst polluters but it’s not
saying what’s behind Delhi’s
terrible air quality either.
The Union transport ministry continued to skirt the issue before the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) on
Tuesday, with additional solicitor general (ASG) Pinky
Anand submitting that dry
leaves that are burnt in the
“green city” could be composted instead to deal with
poor air quality.
As soon as the Centre tried to push the blame onto dust and leaves, the NGT bench
said, “Find out if you want to
say anything that has not been said,” showing its exasperation with the way the government has been avoiding a
clampdown on vehicles.
Since October, the government has stubbornly refused
to accept all the evidence
linking vehicle emissions to
harmful health effects. Questioning an IIT Delhi report
cited by the Centre, the bench
said, “According to the IIT report, 17% or 18% of the pollution is due to traffic, please define the rest of the 83%.”
When Anand replied IIT
Kanpur and Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC)
are still analyzing the contribution of different activities
to air pollution, and their report won’t be available before
September, the bench said,
what good is the IIT report
“without analyzing the con-

After row
with Thampu,
Devansh has
no ‘character’
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Devansh Mehta’s
provisional certificate doesn’t
contain the comment on character that everyone else’s has.
The philosophy student at St
Stephen’s who had co-founded
an e-zine, which was put on
hold by the principal and ultimately led to a court case, alleges that bad blood is responsible. Mehta is now a
philosophy graduate and will
study journalism in the US.
Mehta’s provisional certificate doesn’t say, “His/Her
conduct and moral character
has been good during her stay
in the college”. It doesn’t say
anything about his character
at all which, as his letter to the
principal says, makes it “incomplete”.
In his letter to the principal, Valson Thampu, and two
other officials, Mehta alleges
that there was “differential
treatment” that “had to undergo while collecting [his] provisional certificate”.

AND THE BATTLE CONTINUES
WHAT THE CENTRE AND STATES WERE TO RESPOND TO

1

Age of all
vehicles to
be allowed to
run in Delhi with
reference to sources
of energy/fuel
Cap on number of vehicles
to be registered in NCR
Incentives for people who
pool cars

2
3

4
5
6

Beneﬁts for new owners of
vehicles prohibited to run
in NCR
Concessions for people for
scrapping their vehicles
Deploying public transport
vehicles on priority
at places with
high commercial
activities

KEY ISSUES

7
8

Rationalization of parking
charges to encourage people
to use parking zones
Hiking registration cost and
imposing other charges, like
that for congestion, particularly on
families with more than one vehicle
Controlling emissions from
big power projects such as
Indraprastha, Badarpur and Rajghat

9

THE CASE SO FAR
NOV 26, 2014 | NGT
imposes a ban on
more than 15-yearold diesel and petrol
vehicles in NCR
with 13 other
stringent
measures
in various
sectors

application in NGT appealing for a
APR 14, 2015 | NGT stays the ban
stay and for making ﬁtness the
on diesel vehicles for two
criterion for the phase-out
weeks
APR 7, 2015
MAY 1 | NGT extends
APR 21 | SC backs
The tribunal
the stay on ban. Centre
NGT order, saying the
bans more than
and state fail to submit
‘tribunal is trying to
10-year-old
suggestions
do something which
diesel
is good for people.
JUL
13 | Centre fails to
vehicles
Let us… not discourage
submit its views; continues
them.’
to claim vehicles are not the
worst polluter
APR 27 | Centre ﬁles an

tribution of all kinds of diesel vehicles, especially heavy
vehicles?”
Earlier, NGT had criticized another IIT Delhi report prepared for the ministry that claimed traffic did
not affect air quality as levels
of PM 2.5 (fine, respirable pollution particles) in RK Puram
remained high even on Sundays and holidays, without
stating the reasons for the
high levels. “We have three
studies that say vehicles are
responsible but IIT wakes up
one morning and says otherwise,” NGT said on Tuesday.
Government agencies have not responded to the nine

issues NGT had raised earlier. Among other things, it had
sought views on the on-road
life of vehicles and directed
that computerized check
posts be set up at the nine en-

try points to Delhi. “I don’t
think even a single such post
has been raised…Haryana
hasn’t responded still on the
status of bypasses to Delhi.”
As a way to reduce traffic

congestion and the resultant
air pollution, NGT suggested
staggering office timings.
“Delhi is mostly government
offices. Why can’t you arrange the timings in a way so
that buses are not crowded,
there is less congestion on
roads?” It asked the Centre to
discuss the idea with all
stakeholders. “You can also
take the universities along. If
a child can go to school at
7am, why can’t a graduate?”
But the lack of responsiveness from the authorities
irked the bench. “It has still
not rung bells. This matter
(air pollution) has been pending for a year, let’s have at

NGT HAS ASKED CENTRE TO
DELIBERATE ON THESE ISSUES
➤ 50% of the cars
registered in 2014 were
diesel cars
➤ Studies carried out in
China and
Brazil show
old vehicles
cause
pollution
➤ Staggering
ofﬁce/college
timings to ease
congestion
➤ Cap on number of
vehicles to be registered
➤ BS IV compliance for
diesel vehicles
➤ Hike in cess on diesel
vehicles
least one thing done, let some
people say okay, we will do it,”
it said.
To NGT’s query on how
many builders have been
challaned for causing pollution, only East Delhi Municipal Corporation (EDMC) submitted that 66 have been
challaned, of which six paid
up Rs 50,000 each in fines.
The bench has now fixed
the matter for day-to-day
hearing starting Monday and
asked all the authorities, including the Centre, and the
governments of Delhi, Haryana and UP to file status reports on compliance with its
orders.

Jayashree.Nandi
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The National
Green Tribunal on Tuesday
gave the Centre a note pointing out it may be overlooking
important aspects of air pollution, particularly related to
diesel vehicles.
Quoting from a 2012 report
by the ministry of petroleum
and natural gas it said only 4%
of the cars sold in 2000 ran on
diesel whereas now the number is 60%.
Not only is the number of
diesel engines growing but also they tend to be bigger than
petrol engines. “Whereas
close to 87% of the new petrol
cars sold in 2010-11 had engine
size less than 1,400cc, more
than 40% of diesel cars had engines that are more than
1,500cc.”
The note also states that
sales of utility vehicles and
multipurpose
vehicles—which are largely dieselpowered—have grown by
40.4% and 60.7%, respectively.
In its note, NGT has asked
the government to suggest a
cap on the number of passenger cars that can be registered
every year, or freeze it at last
year’s level.
It also wants all diesel vehicles to comply with BS-IV
emission norms even if it lifts
the ban on those that are more
than 10 years old. For this, it

STOP polluting this city, it
is the only one we have!
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has suggested that the Delhi
government and municipal
corporations consider fitting
old vehicles with catalytic
convertors, diesel oxidation
filters, diesel particulate filters, etc. It also wants a “substantial” hike in the cess on
diesel from the current 25
paise per litre.

Close shave for 30 kids as bus overturns
Rajesh Mehta

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: At least 30 children from two different
schools had a close shave when
the minibus they were travelling in overturned near
Kashmere Gate ISBT on Tuesday morning. Cops said the vehicle was overcrowded. The
driver, Anjan Dutta, has been
arrested. He claimed he had
lost control of the vehicle
while trying to save a pedestrian, who was crossing the road,
from being hit.
The accident left 12 children injured. Two of them suffered head injuries and were
kept under observation. The
children aged between 12 and
16 years were counselled after
the incident.
The minibus (DL 1V A
7051) that was coming from
east Delhi around 7.30am was
supposed to drop a few children at Victoria Girls’ Senior
Secondary School near Tis Hazari courts from where it
would head towards Rukmini
Devi Public School in Pitampura. Cops said as it was coming down Yudhistir Setu near
ISBT, the RTV swerved to-

STUNNED: Twelve students were injured in the accident

wards the right, hit an electric
pole, grazed against a divider
and overturned on its left. Eyewitnesses said it tumbled
twice before coming to a halt.
Shlipa (12), a student of
Victoria school, said, “Within
minutes, all of us were lying
on top of each other. A few of

them called out for help. I had
severe pain on my shoulder
and was taken to the hospital
by a PCR van.”
Ateam comprising personnel from Delhi Police and the
disaster management authority rushed to the spot and rescued the children. A few of

them were taken to Sushruta
Trauma Centre, while the rest
were admitted to Aruna Asaf
Ali Hospital. Dutta was rushed
to Bara Hindu Rao Hospital
with severe leg injuries.
Doctors said most of them
had abrasions on their hands
while a few had minor fractures. They were discharged
by afternoon. Parents say they
had hired Dutta four years ago.
They suspect the vehicle was
not properly maintained. Each
of them had been paying him
Rs 600 a month.
Sudhir Kumar whose
daughters, Tanya, Shweta and
Rashmi were travelling in the
bus said though the driver was
careful, the vehicle remained
overcrowded as it carried children from three schools. “The
lack of public transport had
forced us to opt for such a measure,” he said.
Police have roped in an expert to find out the reason behind the crash. Preliminary
probe suggests worn-out
brake plates might have
caused the accident. A case under sections 279 of IPC (rash
and negligent driving) has
been registered against Dutta.

‘Schoolchildren
in danger zone’

transport in school, parents
New Delhi: Deputy chief
minister Manish Sisodia on are forced to use private veTuesday expressed concern hicles such as RTVs to send
over the safety of school- their children to school.
children who take services “Private transport operof private transport oper- ators offer their services to
ators and said the govern- many schools and they ofment will work towards en- ten resort to overloading. It
is important to set sesuring a safer
curity parameters
mode of transand accountability
port for them.
for them,” he said.
Sisodia, who is
Sisodia said that
also the educathe education detion minister, topartment will interday said the kids
are in “danger WORRIED: Sisodia act with transport
department
offizone” during his
visit to Victoria Girls’ Se- cials, private transport opnior Secondary School af- erators, schools and parter some of its students ents, to prepare an outline
were injured in a road acci- for safer transport for
school kids.
dent while going to school.
Meanwhile, the injured
Sisodia who interacted
with the school authorities, children were rushed to the
RTV drivers, students and nearby hospital and disparents said due to non- charged after being given
availability of adequate first aid. PTI
Rajesh Mehta

Most RTV drivers flout rules: Cops
Somreet.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

LETTER TO THAMPU: Mehta

He claims the official he
went to refused to issue him
the certificate and asked him
to go to another, who finally
made him get one.
When he got the certificate,
it was “incomplete”. “A personal disagreement with the
principal is not evidence of a
bad character and I am most
upset that it has been treated
as such. The sequence of
events outlined above and the
deviation from the standard
format of the provisional certificate puts to rest any
thought that this may just
have been an oversight,” he
writes in his letter, which is also an application. “I request
you to give directions to create
a new provisional certificate
which contains a reference to
my character within the next
2-3 days as I need to send it to
Columbia University,” he
writes.
After Mehta’s magazine
was discontinued, his name
was dropped from his department’s list of awardees and he
was also asked not to attend
the graduation ceremony, after which he went to court.

New Delhi: RTVs that regularly ferry schoolchildren
from east Delhi to other areas
in the city seem to be flouting
basic safety norms. Traffic
cops say challans have been
issued to drivers or owners
of nearly 5,600 vehicles to
date, of which about 50%
were found to be parking
their vehicles improperly or

driving dangerously. Fifteen
cases of misbehaviour were
also reported.
The drivers show scant
regard for traffic rules. Most
of them don’t even comply
with the type of vehicle that
should be used to ply children. In order to have shorter
trips, seats are crammed to
accommodate more kids.
As an alternative to DTC
buses, RTVs are the only link
between areas like Shahdara

and Usmanpur and the rest of
the city.
Sources say cartels have
been active to take over the
RTV business the way they
control autorickshaws and erickshaws.
“It is the untrained drivers who are behind most of
the accidents. Another problem is that a few people own
most of these vehicles and
give them out on rent without
even verifying the antece-

dents of the driver,” said a
traffic police officer.
Operators say modifying
an RTV for ferrying schoolchildren costs Rs 50,000,
which can be recovered within a year. The owners charge
anywhere between Rs 5,000
and Rs 7,000 a month.
Due to a heavy volume of
vehicles in east and north
Delhi, it is difficult to keep a
tab on errant drivers, said
traffic police.
DAMAGED: The minibus that overturned near Kashmere Gate

Okhla plant
requests NGT
to reverse
DPCC order
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: A plea was made
to National Green Tribunal
(NGT) by the Okhla waste-toenergy plant on Tuesday to defer a direction by Delhi Pollution
Control
Committee
(DPCC) to meet a standard of
90 micrograms per cubic
metre for suspended particulate matter (SPM) or coarse
pollution particles that could
cause respiratory problems
among area residents.
Though the environment
protection act stipulates that
they meet a standard of 150 micrograms per cubic metres,
DPCC had directed them to
meet 90 so that air quality in
the area can improve.
The plant had allegedly
complained to the ministry of
environment, forests and climate
change
(MoEFCC)
against DPCC for lowering the
SPM standards, but the matter
is still pending with it. On
Tuesday, NGT directed MoEFCC to pass appropriate orders as to which standard the
plant is supposed to meet. It also directed DPCC to decide on
the ‘consent to operate’ application that’s pending with the
agency for more than a year.
The issue of SPM standards is important for Okhla
because what was reportedly
used as a waste complex preIndependence is now a residential area. Ambient air
quality standards stipulate a
standard of 100 microgram
per cubic metres for PM10
(coarse pollution particles)
and 60 micrograms per cubic
metres for PM 2.5 (fine, respirable pollution particles). The
lawyer representing Okhla
residents said it needs to be investigated how the plan managed to get clearance to be set
up in a residential area.
Residents of Sukhdev Vihar and other areas near the
plant have been protesting
against the waste to energy
technology since 2010.

Engineer held
for stealing
IIT laptops
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: An engineering
graduate, allegedly working
as a manager at IBM Gurgaon,
was found involved in laptop
thefts at IIT Delhi. Police said
the youth used to sell the laptops in Nehru Place market
showing his company ID. Police have recovered four laptops and arrested the buyer.
The accused, identified as
Twinkle Arora (27), is a resident of Faridabad. He got a
BTech degree from Maharishi
Markandeshwar University
in 2010. He had receed the college and its hostels during a
fest and used to steal in the
early hours when everyone
would be sleeping. “The accused would target those hostel rooms where students
would be sleeping with their
doors open,” said DCP (south)
Prem Nath.
With the increasing cases
of laptop theft, a team was
formed to nab the accused.
CCTV footages of entry and
exit gates of the hostels were
checked and suspicious movements of people tracked. Arora would enter posing as a student. If asked to show an ID, he
would pretend to have forgotten to carry it. He would
carry the stolen laptops in his
backpack.

Ex-IAC activist to replace Barkha as DCW chief
Ambika.Pandit
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Arvind Kejriwal-led AAP government
will be naming 30-year-old
Swati
Maliwal—advisor
(grievances) to the CM—as
the new chief of Delhi Commission for Women (DCW).
An RTI activist and youngest
member of the core committee of India Against Corruption, Maliwal has been associated with Kejriwal’s work
at Parivartan with the marginalized and his concept of
Swaraj since 2006. Clearly,
the Delhi CM has chosen to
put his trust for the coveted
post in a confidante. She is ex-

pected to replace current
DCW chief, Barkha Shukla
Singh, soon after her tenure
ends later this week.
Maliwal’s appointment
as advisor (grievances) had
run into a controversy with
opposition parties like the
BJP and Congress hitting out
at Kejriwal for giving space
to people from the party in
government. However, Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) functionaries say Maliwal, who is
married to senior AAP functionary Naveen Jaihind, is
not a member of the party
and that she has much to her
credit as an activist who has
worked on RTI, Swaraj and
the marginalized in Trilok-

OLD HAND: Swati Maliwal has worked with Kejriwal

puri and Sunder Nagri.
Maliwal, a software engineer, decided to move to so-

cial work after a life-changing experience as a teacher at
a school for underprivileged

children. There was no looking back after she found her
bearings in the RTI movement and joined Kejriwal in
his work at Parivartan. Her
support has been acknowledged by Kejriwal in his
book, Swaraj. Her work on
mohalla sabha came handy
last year when she helped the
28 AAP MLAs execute the
concept to utilize MLA funds
in their constituencies during President’s Rule.
Kejriwal’s choice for
heading DCW is similar to
that of Delhi Dialogue Commission where he put his
trusted man from the party,
former journalist Ashish
Khetan, in the seat of vice-

chairman. Maliwal’s appointment is seen as a way to
steer the DCW in keeping
with Kejriwal’s vision on
women’s safety and empowerment.
A revamp of the commission is on the cards and it is
learnt that Maliwal has been
asked to choose five DCW
members from a list of a dozen candidates shortlisted by
Kejriwal’s crack team.
In the 49 days of AAP, the
Kejriwal government had
said that DCW chief should
not be an MLA or political
person. The Kejriwal-led minority government had then
emphasized that the post
should be held by someone

who has experience of working on issues related to women and social sector. The AAP
link may haunt Maliwal and
only time will tell how she
fares in delivering justice
fairly in cases linked to AAP
like the case of Malviya Nagar MLA Somnath Bharti
whose wife has charged him
with domestic violence.
The current chief, Barkha Shukla Singh, is an exCongress MLA who was appointed to the commission by
chief minister Sheila Dikshit. She continued to hold the
post citing tenure conditions
even after the Congress debacle in 2013 polls. She lost that
election from RK Puram.

