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New Delhi: The Delhi govern-
ment has issued directions to
all 11 deputy commissioners to
carry out surprise checks and
regular inspections in their re-
spective areas to crack down on
open burning of waste, includ-
ing leaves and plastic.

Environment minister
Asim Ahmed Khan said simi-
lar directions had earlier been
given to the three municipal
corporations of Delhi, New
Delhi Municipal Council,
PWD, CPWD, DDA, Delhi Pol-
lution Control Committee
(DPCC), and Delhi Parks and
Garden Society.

DPCC constituted teams a
few days ago which have al-
ready carried out inspections
at 207 locations. The depart-
ment has forwarded a list of
sensitive locations to the three
corporations and Delhi Police. 

National Green Tribunal
has identified open burning of
waste as one of the three main
reasons for rising air pollution
in Delhi and is expected to is-
sue orders to curb it later this
week. While it is already un-

lawful to burn waste in Delhi,
authorities were never able to
enforce the ban.

Sources said the environ-
ment department is finalizing
aseries of measures to discour-
age open burning, including
penalty for defaulters. DPCC
has issued a WhatsApp help-
line number— 9717593574— on
which complaints can be made.
The department has also start-
ed a Facebook page. The com-
plaints received here will be
sent to the local bodies and Del-
hi Police for action.

The minister also an-
nounced that an extensive
campaign will be started
across Delhi to make residents
aware of the harmful effects of
burning of garbage, leaves and
plastic in the open. As part of
this campaign, the environ-
ment department has directed
the corporations, NDMC, DDA
and other agencies to put up
hoardings near parks display-
ing helpline numbers and
highlighting the harmful ef-
fects of open burning of gar-
bage. It will be carrying out
similar campaigns on radio
and social media.

Finalizing Checks; NGT To Issue Orders Soon

US Embassy data calculated as per Indian 
standards by SAFAR@MoES-IITM-IMD

Kolkata 63 Good

Mumbai 57 Good

Source: SAFAR@MoES-IITM-IMD (10 stations)

Delhi 177 Moderate

Tomorrow 142 Moderate

Pune 75 Good

Tomorrow 81 Good

PM2.5AIR QUALITY INDEX

POLLUTION 
TERROR

Based on 1 Station Data Per City at 4pm

Your search to find someone 
to blame for Delhi’s 

pollution stops at YOU

Govt cracks whip on
open waste burning 
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New Delhi: When we read
about Delhi being the most
polluted city in the world,
many of us are horrified. We
worry about the damage be-
ing done by pollutants to our
children’s health—if it can
ever be undone. Well, the
United States has managed
to do just that.

A study published in the
New England Journal of
Medicine shows how govern-
ment action to curb pollution
in Southern California 
from 1994 to 2011 has helped
improve children’s lung
function.

The researchers tracked
lung function of children
from public schools in five
most polluted locations in
Southern California—Long
Beach, Mira Loma, River-
side, San Dimas and Upland.
They took repeated measure-
ments of the children’s abili-
ty to breathe as they grew
from the age of 11 to 15 years.

The results show that, as
air quality improved, the
number of children with ab-
normally low lung function
fell by over 4%—from 7.9%
(1994-1998) to 6.3% (1997-2001)
and 3.6% (2007-2011). The
lung growth of the subjects
got better by over 10% during
the study period.

“Till date, we only conjec-
tured that pollution impacts
lung function of healthy peo-
ple. This study provides
clinching evidence. But, on
the brighter side, it gives us
hope that the crisis can be
overcome by adopting strin-
gent measures,” said Dr

ardous, but average presence
of such pollutants in Delhi is
150-200 micrograms,” said Dr
Sundeep Salvi, director of
the Pune-based Chest Re-
search Foundation.

The number of motor ve-
hicles in India, a major con-
tributor to air pollution, has
gone up from 37.2 million in
1997 to over 100 million. “Na-
tional Green Tribunal’s or-
der banning all diesel-run ve-
hicles older than 10 years in
Delhi is a welcome step. The
government should ensure

100% enforcement of the or-
der and immediate steps
should be taken to improve
public transport,” said a se-
nior doctor at All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences. 

He added that cases of
chronic bronchitis, aller-
gies, persistent cough and in-
flammation of airways have
gone up in the last few years.
“People who smoke are at a
double risk. Many smoker-
s—aged 25-30 years—who
come to us have the lung
function of a 70-year-old,”
the doctor said.

—still the world’s most strin-
gent. It adopted the first coor-
dinated air pollution control
programme. Their vehicles
are well-maintained and best
quality fuel is used... In Cali-
fornia, even 40 micrograms
of particulate matter per cu-
bic metre is considered haz-

Arup Basu, chest specialist
at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital.
Southern California faced
acute crisis on account of air
pollution in the 1980s, thanks
to a large motor vehicles feet
and industries.

“The local government
came up with strong laws-

Improve air to better kids’ lung function

In Mira Loma, one of 
the areas covered, the 
highest levels of par-
ticulate matter declined 
from 31.5 microgram 

per cubic metre to 
17.8 microgram per 
cubic metre—a 43% 
reduction

As pollution 
declined, 
percent-
age of 
children with poor 
lung function (less 
than 80% of lung ca-
pacity) dropped from 
7.9% in mid-1990s to 
3.6% in 2011

AMERICA SHOWS THE WAY
A study conducted in Southern California establishes 
the link between air quality and lung function of children

STUDY PERIOD | 1994-1998, 1997-2001, 2007-2011 

NO. OF PARTICIPANTS | 2,120 (children who were 11-year-
old at the beginning of the study and 15 years at the end) 

TESTS DONE | Lung function tests to assess 
improvement or deterioration

Southern California     

New trading system 
imposes an annual limit 
on amount of 
sulphur dioxide 
& oxides of 
nitrogen that 
industrial units 
could emit

Extensive use of 
clean fuels

Rapid 
introduc-
tion of clean 
vehicles

Cutting down on 
emission from 

all sources

Reduction in 
vehicle miles 

and trips taken

Findings

Significant decline 
in levels of PM2.5 
and nitrogen 
dioxide in air. 
Changes in 
PM10 and 
ozone lev-
els modest 

Steps taken by administration

YOUR LUNGS FILTER

10,000 litres of air 
every day| Oxygen—420 
litres, carbon 
dioxide—350 litres

10,000 litres of 
blood every day

COMMON ILLNESSES

Children| Poor lung 
growth, respiratory 
tract infections, asthma
Adults, elderly| Asthma, 
respiratory tract 
infection, lung cancer

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Making Delhi
slum-free in phases will cost
the government over Rs 50,000
crore, which is more than one-
and-a-half-years’ budget allo-
cation for the city. The annual
outlay for the national capital
in the last fiscal was over Rs
35,000 crore. 

Delhi Urban Shelter Im-
provement Board is learnt to
have sent a detailed report in
this regard to the urban devel-
opment department. Once
cleared by the Delhi govern-
ment, the plan will be for-
warded to the Union ministry
of housing and poverty alle-
viation for its approval.

There are over three lakh
jhuggis spread over 675 slums
in the city. Though the erst-
while Sheila Dikshit govern-
ment chalked out a similar
plan, it could not take shape in
the absence of a clear allot-
ment policy for the under-con-
struction EWS flats. 

Though construction of
the flats started in 2008 and
over 14,000 of them were
ready about two years ago, on-
ly a minuscule number of
slum dwellers—266 from
eight JJ clusters—have been
relocated to ones located in
Bawana. 

About 45,000 flats are cur-
rently being constructed by

DSIIDC, DDA and DUSIB.
The plan is based on data

collected during a socio-eco-
nomic survey dated 2012-13. A
geographic information sys-
tem was set up to do an analy-
sis of land areas in relation to
population, livelihood, in-

sure that slum-dwellers are
rehabilitated in a nearby 
area so that their livelihood
are affected due to the dis-
placement.

It is expected that approxi-
mately 3.3 lakh dwelling units
will be built on land currently
occupied by JJ clusters.
About 210 hectares of land
will be freed by this slum reha-
bilitation exercise. DUSIB has
taken into account ongoing
projects under JNNURM and
dwelling units available on
vacant land to cite that a stock
of over 4.5 lakh flats can be
made available. “The funds
required for so many dwelling
units is more than Delhi’s
budget of one-and-a-half
years,” the report states.

The plan also looks at al-
ternative ways to fund the
project. “Monetization of
land freed by this plan should
be able to fund the develop-
ment of EWS housing on land
parcels currently occupied by
clusters. In some of the slum
clusters, the government may
adopt a PPP model for funding
development,” the report
adds.

Ashish Joshi, member (fi-
nance) of DUSIB, said, “To
make the city slum-free, it 
is critical to overcome 
multiplicity of authorities
and make one agency like DU-
SIB the nodal implementing
agency.”

come levels, transportation
and other issues.

Each assembly constitu-
ency has been considered as 
a “planning unit” where
EWS houses will be construct-
ed. According to sources, an
attempt is being made to en-

Govt needs at least `̀50,000cr
to make capital free of slums 

➤ There are 675 JJ clusters 
occupying nearly 700 
hectares of land in Delhi; the
total number of shanties is 
over 3 lakh 

➤ DUSIB is carrying out a 
survey of all JJ clusters to 
establish estimated land area

➤ There could be 900
dwelling units per hectare

➤ Over 3 lakh dwelling 
units proposed to be built 
on tenable and semi tenable 
land currently occupied by JJ 
clusters

➤ If various JNNURM projects 
for EWS houses is added, total 
figure will be 4.53 lakh units  

➤ The cost of construction
of these dwelling units is 
estimated to be over 40,000 
crore— which is more than 
Delhi’s budget for one-and-a-
half years

➤ Monetization of land freed 
under this plan is one way 
to fund the housing projects. 
Commercial exploitation of 
some freed land and PPP model 
could be other options

HOUSE THAT!
Ambika.Pandit

@timesgroup.com New Delhi: A 26-year-old
man was arrested on Sunday
for raping his seven-year-old
neighbour inside a car in east
Delhi’s Shakarpur. 

The man was nabbed after
locals caught him with the
girl in the parked car on an
isolated stretch in the area. A
case has been registered
against him on the basis of
the girl’s statement.

Around 3pm, the man
lured the girl on the pretext of
taking her out for lunch at a
function in a gurdwara. 
However, he stopped his Ma-
ruti Swift on the way and
started beating up the girl,
who tried to call for help. The
accused locked the doors 
and rolled up the windows of
the car and then allegedly
raped her. 

However, locals heard the
girl’s screams and gathered
at the spot. They then thra-
shed the man and smashed
the windows of his car. He
was later arrested. A medical
examination of the girl con-
firmed rape. 

A case under sections of
rape (376 IPC), abduction (363
IPC) and Prevention of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act has been regis-
tered against the accused.
Sources said the man was
found to be involved in other
criminal cases.

Man arrested
for raping
7-year-old 
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SKY TURNS CANVAS: Showers during the day made for a pleasant Sunday evening

Rajesh Mehta

New Delhi: Just as Delhi
was trying to make peace
with the rising temper-
atures, a western disturb-
ance brought about a sudden
and much-needed break
from the heat. Light to mod-
erate showers lashed the city
between late Saturday night
and Sunday afternoon be-
cause of which the maxi-
mum temperature fell seven
degrees below normal to set-
tle at 28.7 degrees Celsius. 

A difference of 7.5 de-
grees Celsius was recorded
since the previous day as Sat-
urday’s maximum temper-
ature was at 36.2 degrees Cel-
sius. While isolated light
showers are expected over

Delhi on Sunday night, Met
officials said the sky will
start clearing up from Mon-
day. By the end of this week,
the day temperature could
easily cross 40 degrees Celsi-
us, they added.

“Delhi recorded 2mm
rain till 8.30am on Sunday
and traces continued till

5.30pm. With 14.6mm, Palam
recorded the highest rainfall
in the city till 8.30am. This
was a result of an active west-
ern disturbance over north
Pakistan and J&K. Its impact
will be felt till Monday morn-
ing. The week will start will a
mist cover in the morning
but by afternoon, the sky will

clear up and temperature
will rise,” said an official.

The city’s minimum tem-
perature on Sunday was 20.2
degrees Celsius, one degree
below normal. Lodhi Road
recorded the highest maxi-
mum temperature for the
day at 29 degrees Celsius. 

Weather website weathe-
runderground.com has pre-
dicted a sharp rise in temper-
atures from Tuesday. A Met
official corroborated the re-
port, saying that with no rain
likely over the plains of
northwest India during this
week, nothing could prevent
a rise in temperature. “We
are expecting a rise of 2-4 
degrees in the maximum
temperature from Tuesday,”
he said.

Rain briefly breaks heat spell

WD EFFECT
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New Delhi: An 18-year-old
boy was stabbed to death by
four people on Saturday night
in central Delhi’s Anand Par-
bat area. Two of the accused
have been arrested while the
other two are on the run. 

The incident was reported
around 1.30am when a PCR
van spotted the youth lying on
the road and took him to a hos-
pital. Doctors declared him
brought dead. The deceased
has been identified as Sagar, a
resident of Punjabi Basti,
Anand Parbat. Police said he
was stabbed thrice while he
was coming home from work.

During investigation, po-
lice found out that in January
an FIR was registered against
Sagar by his neighbours and
Sagar had also filed a cross
FIR. Both the parties were also
involved in a fight. 

Police zeroed in on four of
the neighbours and arrested
Satish and Pradip. Both con-
fessed to the crime. Police have
also identified the two other
accused and are conducting
raids to nab them. 

18-year-old
stabbed to

death, 2 held
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: A month after a
fire at AIIMS gutted important
files, another fire was reported
from the hospital on Sunday.
Officials said a short-circuit in
one of the machines could have
led to the fire. No casualty was
reported.

Fire officials said they got a
call from the security depart-
ment around 10am about a fire
at AB Block in the main build-
ing that houses a general ward.
Eyewitnesses said there was a
minor explosion after which
the fire spread through the
wires in the machine room. 

A guard disconnected the
wires before the fire could
spread to areas housing pa-
tients, who were shifted from
their rooms to the corridors.
Five fire engines were rushed
to the spot and the blaze was
brought under control within
15 minutes, an official said. 

Another minor fire was re-
ported from Gujarat Bhavan at
Chanakyapuri around 5am.
Officials said a short-circuit in
a room storing old furniture
had caused the fire. 

Another fire
at AIIMS,
none hurt
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New Delhi: Ongoing con-
struction of the underground
Metro line from Jahangirpuri
to Bawana has greatly dam-
aged many buildings in Mod-
el Town III. Due to vibrations,
some buildings have tilted
while massive cracks have de-
veloped in many others. Resi-
dents are worried that irrepa-
rable damage has been done,
though DMRC has ruled out
any structural damage. 

Brotherhood Society is
one of many gated communi-
ties in the locality. When con-
struction began in March,
residents here said, cracks
started to appear on the build-
ings. When they took it up
with DMRC officials, they
promised to take care of the
damages. The residents were
moved to another location.
But as of now, they allege, no
relief measure has been initi-

ated by the Metro authority. 
As construction pro-

gressed, there were more
complainants. Residents of
two more buildings—C-3/1
and G-3/3—complained about
cracks developing overnight
in their houses. A resident
said on condition of anonymi-
ty, “We want DMRC to rebuild
our houses, not repair. We feel
our building, even if re-
paired, may cause trouble a
few years down the line.”

Many others said they
don’t need compensation, but
expect DMRC to deliver on its
promise. “I don't want any
kind of reimbursement; I just
want my house back in living
condition,” said Narender
Singh, a resident of Brother-
hood Society. He wanted
something more: “DMRC offi-
cials have promised to repair
our houses, but we want them
to paint them as well.” 

Social worker Mohit
Goyal, also a resident of this
locality, alleged a hatchet job
by DMRC. “The residents of
the area are constantly living
under a threat. DMRC should
not ignore the matter and
send their high-level officials
to solve this. Even after resi-
dents complained about the

tion of that area in general is
unpredictable and there’s
loose soil in certain pockets.
Though elaborate geo-techni-
cal investigations are carried
out prior to the beginning of
work and all possible precau-
tions are taken, settlements
(construction-related damag-
es) of such nature can take
place occasionally during the
tunnelling process. The settle-
ment could have been further
mitigated and controlled in
advance if some of the resi-
dents had permitted us to set
up settlement monitoring
equipment inside the houses.
We could have controlled the
situation immediately as
soon as the settlement start-
ed. Nevertheless, DMRC is
committed to ensure full pro-
tection of the structures
which will be supervised by
our engineers,” said Jitendra
Tyagi, director (works),
DMRC. 

He added that there’s no
structural damage to the
buildings and repairs will be
initiated immediately. 

It’s been learnt that area
MLA Akhilesh Tripathi is in
talks with DMRC officials and
has assured the residents of a
positive outcome. 

gadgets in their homes to
monitor the impact of con-
struction. “The ground condi-

and shot back by saying that
the locals didn’t co-operate
when they asked to install

cracks, Metro workers took
no precautions.”

DMRC defended its work

NW Delhi homes crack as Metro expands below
Photos: Anindya Chattopadhyay

TREMOR TROUBLE: Visible damages at some buildings in Model Town III

Kanika Sharma TNN

While residents are
worried that the 
damage is irreparable,
DMRC has ruled out
any structural damage


