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Flight delay: Will travel only
with entire team, said CM
Continued from P1

P

raveen Pardeshi, principal secretary to Maharashtra CM Devendra
Fadnavis, immediately called
up his residence and arranged for his old passport to
be sent to the airport. “Since
he was part of a VIP entourage, he was issued a boarding
pass. Had he been a commoner, the airline would not have
issued a boarding pass until
the passport with the valid US
visa was submitted at the airline counter,” an official said.
A protocol officer is always assigned to receive the
CM at the airport, ensure he
has a VIP room, take care of
his check-in, luggage, immigration, and see him off till
the aircraft. Although not officially mandated, he also
takes care of similar needs of
the CM’s entourage.
So the protocol officer took
the boarding passes of all
members, including Pardeshi, for requisite clearances
from the CISF and immigration authorities. Here again,
the fact that Pardeshi was travelling with a VIP helped as he
was allowed to walk through
Indian immigration despite
not having a valid US visa.
The airline had begun
boarding at 12.15am and in an
hour all the 250-odd passengers, except Pardeshi were
seated. The 336-seater Boeing
777 aircraft, which was scheduled for a 1.30am departure,

HIT BY VIP CULTURE?

was ready to leave at 1.15am.
But AI’s investigation and
fraud prevention squad,
which scans passports and visas, held Pardeshi back and
decided to offload him.
The boarding officer and
the special handling officer informed the CM about the situation. The CM insisted that
he would travel only with his
entire delegation. Baggage
reconciliation security norms
demand that the check-in bags
and possession of passengers
who have been offloaded be removed from the aircraft before
it is cleared to depart.
“It meant that instead of
offloading one passenger and
his check-in bags, the airline
now had to offload eight passengers and 14 check-in bags,”
said a source. Also, as the bags
were kept in two different containers, it was a time-consuming process. Then again, as so
many passengers had to be offloaded the airline would now
have to prepare a new load and
trim sheet. It is a document
that lists key flight safety details like number of flyers,
number of bags, fuel weight
and payload among others.
“Our calculations show-

ed it would take anywhere between 30 and 45 minutes to offload the delegation’s checkin bags. The flying time of
AI191 from Mumbai to Newark is just over 14 hours. The
pilots’ flight duty limitation is
16 hours. At that point, we decided to wait for Pardeshi for
some time so that opening the
cargo section could be avoided,” said the source.
“Finally, Pardeshi’s old
passport was brought to the
airport. He was cleared by
the squad and he boarded the
flight at 1.55am,” the source
added. The flight was released for departure at
1.56am. But because of peak
hour aircraft movement, the
flight had to wait till 2.27am.
An AI statement said: “The
flight, AI 191 of 29 June, was
delayed by a total of 57 minutes. The delay was partly due
to technical/operational reasons, and also the air traffic
congestion.” Talking to TOI,
minister of state for civil aviation Mahesh Sharma said on
Tuesday that a technical glitch
was the reason for the delay. “I
have spoken to the Maharashtra chief minister and concerned AI officials. Our findings are that the flight was not
delayed for the principal secretary to CM,” he added.
The CM’s office said they
were unaware of the flight
being delayed if at all and of
the reasons for the delay.
For the full report, log on
to www.timesofindia.com

Badaun girl,
14, alleges
Nirbhaya-like
torture, rape
Priyangi.Agarwal
@timesgroup.com

Bareilly: In a case that
brought back the horror of
the Nirbhaya incident, doctors examining a 14-year-old
who was allegedly raped in
Badaun earlier this week were
shocked to find a bottle cap,
wood pieces, matchbox, plastic and a piece of cloth inserted into the girl’s private parts.
The girl, a Dalit, alleged
that she was raped by a youth
while his two friends, including a minor boy, assisted him
in the crime. An FIR has been
lodged, but so far no arrests
have been made.
According to reports, the
minor Dalit girl, who is a Class
IX student, had gone to buy
biscuits when a 16-year-old reportedly accosted her and
with the help of his two
friends and allegedly forced
her to take a ride on their bike
into a sugarcane field about 2
km away. The girl in her report said that while one Shivam Santosh, 21, raped her, Ankit Mishra, 20, and the
teenager assisted him.
The girl, who belongs to
Shahjahanpur, had of late
been staying at her aunt’s
place in Badaun, which hit
headlines in May last year
when two minor girls were
found hanging from a tree.
Badaun SSP Saumitra
Yadav said a panel of doctors
is conducting a second medical examination as there
were doubts regarding the
version of the girl.
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CONG UPS ANTE AGAINST BJP-LED GOVTS

Diggy moves SC for
CBI probe in Vyapam
STF Shielding
Influential
People: Singh

‘Make details of Guj
malnutrition public’
New Delhi: Congress has
taken exception to the omission of details of malnutrition and child immunization in Gujarat from the
‘Rapid Survey of Children’.
Senior party member
Ahmed Patel on Tuesday
wrote to the government and
said the exclusion of details
regarding Gujarat from the
survey conducted jointly by
the ministry of women and
child development and the
United Nations Children’s
Fund was “inexplicable”,
considering the “chronic”
problem of malnutrition and
inadequate child immunization in the state.
The Rajya Sabha member from Gujarat also expressed surprise that while
details about Gujarat were
kept a secret from people in
the country, foreign agencies
such as US’s International

Food Policy Research Institute had got access to data.
Patel, political secretary
to the Congress president,
also said disclosure of the
findings of RSOC was necessary because of the investments he claimed were
made by UPA in the National Rural Health Mission and
the Integrated Child Development Services.
The issue is considered
significant because of the attack on PM Narendra Modi
for neglecting the problem of
malnutrition and human development indicators when
he was Gujarat CM. The
‘Economist’, in its Asia edition, mentioned the issue,
saying the missing data
should embarrass the PM.
In his letter to WCD minister Maneka Gandhi, Patel
said the disclosure of data
would enrich national discourse on important public
health issues.

for Singh in the SC, said the
fresh petition has been filed
as over 40 accused and witnesses have died under mysterious circumstances, raising serious doubts that they
were killed to save the high
and mighty involved in the
scam. Tulsi said the apex

court should take a fresh look
at the recent developments
and hand over the investigation to CBI to ensure “dispassionate probe” in the case.
The SC had in November
refused to order a CBI probe
into the MP professional examination board scam.
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New Delhi: Seven months
after his plea for a CBI probe
into Vyapam scam
was rejected, senior
Congress
member
Digvijaya
Singh on
Tuesday
Digvijaya Singh
again approached the Supreme
Court pleading that the investigation be handed over
to the central agency in the
light of recent deaths of accused and witnesses under
mysterious circumstances.
In his petition, Singh
said the Special Task Force
(STF) appointed by the Madhya Pradesh government is
not conducting a free and
fair probe and is trying to
protect influential people involved in the multi-crore appointment scam. He said as
the needle of suspicion also
pointed to chief minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and
his family members, an impartial probe cannot be conducted by a state authority.
Senior advocate K T S
Tulsi, who will be appearing

Pollution war:
Construction
waste focus
of draft rules
Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In order to deal
with ‘construction waste’, a
key source of air pollution in
cities including the Capital, the
government’s draft rules on
solid waste management make
it mandatory for construction
agencies to segregate concrete,
soil, steel, wood and plastic
waste for proper disposal.
The draft rules on plastic
waste propose fines on street
vendors for using substandard
carrying bags among a slew of
stringent steps to tackle the issue. These are part of the government’s overall plan to come
out with new rules for all kinds
of waste including municipal
waste, e-waste, bio-medical
waste and plastic waste.
A separate set of rules deal
with the utilisation of fly ash
within 100 km from coal or lignite-based thermal power
plants.
Making the draft rules
public on its website, the environment ministry has sought
opinion from experts and others by July 31. After getting
views and suggestions from
stakeholders, it will notify the
rules for managing all kinds of
waste for towns across India.
“The environment ministry will also come out with
rules for ‘sand mining’ which
will be applied across the
country. We will also take help
of technology like satellite
mapping system while identifying the mining zones,” environment minister Prakash
Javadekar said on Tuesday.

