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Mumbai: Pollution levels in
Mumbai fell on Monday but
the city’s Air Quality Index
(AQI) was still in the ‘very
poor’ category and, worse
than that of Delhi.

The AQI for Mumbai in
the morning was 308; it redu-
ced only marginally by eve-
ning, to 304, according to the
System for Air Quality Weat-
her Forecasting and Rese-
arch (SAFAR). 

The AQI for Delhi, on the
other hand, was pegged at
208 in the morning, and it
improved to 169 in the eve-
ning. Experts at SAFAR said
the national capital’s impro-
ved air quality could be tem-
porary due to a change in
wind patterns.

Most suburbs continued
to record ‘very poor’
AQI. Among the most pollu-
ted were Chembur (363),
which is close to Deonar,
Andheri (355).

Weathermen said it wo-
uld be another two or three
days before normal condi-
tions were restored. If Mum-
bai had any sense of relief, it
was because the AQI was
better compared to Sunday’s
333, Saturday’s 318 and Fri-
day’s 341—the day it had mat-
ched pollution levels in Del-
hi. “Conditions seem to be
improving as the fire has be-
en controlled, but weather

conditions like winter tem-
peratures and high moistu-
re levels have still kept the
pollution in the very poor ca-
tegory. The winds are now
picking speed, which will
help reduce pollution levels
in the coming days,” said
Gufran Beig, project direc-
tor, SAFAR. 

“The winds are not very
calm now, but the humidity
levels are very high. Due to
this, the pollutant particles
are still in the air and the
particulate matter concent-
ration in areas like Chem-
bur, Mazgaon and BKC is
still very high. The sea bree-
ze helps the city to clean up
naturally, but it will take a
couple of days before things
are back to normal,” said K S
Hosalikar, deputy director
general of the Regional Me-
teorological Center in Mum-
bai. SAFAR has forecast an
AQI of 295 for Tuesday.

Mumbai’s air
quality worse
than Delhi’s

The Air Quality Index (AQI) for
Mumbai on Monday morning
was 308, whereas Delhi’s AQI
was pegged at 208
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New Delhi: Seeking to use
different arms of the govern-
ment in pursuing the gigan-
tic task of Ganga cleaning,
the Union water resources
ministry has signed a joint
MoU with seven ministries 
to carry forward multi-secto-
ral activities for a minimum
of three years to rejuvenate
the river.

Under the MoU, which
was signed on Saturday, the
HRD ministry will facilitate
IITs to develop and undertake
pilot projects for zero liquid
discharge (ZLD) systems for
four types of industrial pollu-
tion covering tanneries, che-
mical, pharma and textile in-
dustries. The ministry of Ay-
ush will take up promotion of
medicinal plants in the
Ganga catchment areas and
the ministry of youth affairs
will involve sports persons in
forming groups of youth who
can take up activities related
to Ganga cleaning.

Ministries of shipping, to-
urism, drinking water and
rural development are also
part of the joint MoU that will
take up various Ganga clea-
ning activities under the Na-
mami Gange programme
which was allocated Rs 20,000
crore by the Centre for five ye-
ars (2015-2020).

Besides this latest joint
step taken last week, the wa-
ter resources ministry had

earlier signed MoU with mi-
nistry of railways in which
both parties agreed to supply
and use treated waste water
from the sewage treatment
plants (STPs) and effluent tre-
atment plants (ETPs) located
in Ganga and Yamuna river
zones for non-potable purpo-
se of railways.

Under the joint MoU, the
water resources ministry
will continue to work as a no-

dal ministry to coordinate
with various implementing
agencies and state govern-
ments. The HRD ministry, on
the other hand, will support it
in spreading necessary awa-
reness to common masses .

The HRD ministry will al-
so prepare preliminary pro-
ject reports on the Ganga Ri-
ver Basin Management Plan.

The ministry of drinking
water and sanitation will

prioritise initiatives in estab-
lishing open defecation free
(ODF) ‘gram panchayats‘
along the banks of Ganga.

All the participating mi-
nistries will designate a se-
nior officer of the rank of jo-
int secretary or above to act
as a nodal officer to represent
the ministry and steer the
fullfilment of the objectives.

For the full report, log on
to www.timesofindia.com

IITs To Help
Develop Pilot

Projects

➤ Taking up comprehensive 
measures to determine and 
maintain environmental flow of 
Ganga round the year

➤ Rehabilitation and 
upgradation of existing sewage 
treatment facilities and taking 
up new projects of sewage 
infrastructure

➤ Treatment of sewage and 
other effluents flowing directly
into the river through various 
drains by adoption of suitable 
technology and financial 
models

➤ Tackling industrial pollution

➤ Promoting sanitation in 
rural areas on the banks of the 
river Ganga and development 

of select village panchayats 
as model panchayats to be 
christened as ‘Ganga grams’

➤ Tackling pollution coming 
from use of chemical fertilisers 
and pesticides

➤ Tackling religious refuse 
entering into the river, 
including cleaning of river 
surface and ghats

➤ Creating model cremation 
ghats on the banks of the river

➤ River-front development 
and ghats at selected seven 
places and also at other places 
of cultural significance

➤ Development of public 
amenities in Char Dham Yatra 

and at Ganga Sagar

➤ Engagement of Ganga Task 
Force

➤ Providing support to states 
for preparation of Detailed
Project Reports

➤ Coordination between 
various ministries of the 
central government and 
concerned state governments;
capacity building of state 
governments, urban local 
bodies and panchayati raj 
institutions

➤ GIS and spatial mapping of 
Ganga Basin

➤ Research projects 
including Ganga River Basin 
Management Plan

➤ Establishment of National
Ganga Monitoring Centre

➤ Establishment of Ganga
Institute of River Sciences at a 
suitable location along Ganga

➤ Afforestation drive for 
medicinal plants and native 
tree species

➤ Conserving diversity of 
Gangetic aquatic life

➤ Creation of Ganga Vahini

➤ Communication and public
outreach activities

ACTION PLAN
Eight ministries to work on specific issues 
for three years to carry forward these 
21 action points under the 
‘Namami Gange’ 
programme:

Govt ropes in 8 ministries for better
coordination to clean up Ganga

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi does not se-
em to keep much cash in
hand even as his total 
assets have gone up to Rs 1.41
crore— largely due to a resi-
dential property that has
appreciated by more than 25
times since purchase over 13
years ago. 

According to the latest
details of his assets disclo-
sed by the Prime Minister’s
Office, Modi had total 
‘cash in hand’ of just Rs 4,700
at the end of the last 
fiscal, down from Rs 38,700
disclosed mid-fiscal as on
August 18, 2014. 

However, the total value
of Modi’s movable and im-
movable assets during this
period has grown from Rs
1.26 crore to Rs 1.41 crore as
on March 31, 2015. 

As per the disclosure,
Modi does not own any 
‘motor vehicles/aircraft/
yachts/ships’, while he still
retains his bank accounts in
Gujarat. He has no bank ac-
count in Delhi.

While he has no loans,
his jewellery holdings inclu-
de “four pieces of gold
rings” weighing approxima-
tely 45 grams with a value of
about Rs 1.19 lakh as on
March 31, 2015. The value of
these rings has come down
slightly from Rs 1.21lakh sin-
ce last disclosure as on 
August 18, 2014. 

The latest disclosures
are updated till January 30,
2016, as per the PMO website. 

Modi’s investments in-
clude L&T Infra Bonds (Tax
Saving) worth Rs 20,000, Na-

tional Savings Certificates
worth about Rs 5.45 lakh and
life insurance policies
worth Rs 1.99 lakh, taking
the total value of his movab-
le assets to Rs 41.15 lakh. 

The immovable assets 
include one-fourth part in 
a residential property in
Gandhinagar and his share
is 3,531.45 square feet 
with a built-up area of 169.81
square feet. Stating that this
was not an “inherited pro-
perty”, the disclosure men-
tions the date of purchase as
October 25, 2002. 

The “approximate cur-
rent market value” of the
property has been disclosed
as Rs 1crore. This puts the to-
tal appreciation at over 25-ti-
mes over the cost of the pro-
perty and the investment
made thereon in over 13 ye-
ars since the purchase. 

Modi’s bank deposits in-
clude Rs 94,093 with SBI and
Rs 30,347 with Rajkot Nagrik
Sahkari Coop Bank Ltd. Be-
sides, he had fixed deposits
totalling Rs 30,72,017 with
SBI. Regarding assets of his
wife Jashodaben, the disclo-
sure states ‘not known’. PTI 

PM Modi’s total
assets over `̀1cr,

just `̀4.7k in hand

Modi’s movable and immovable
assets have grown from 
Rs 1.26cr in August, 2014, to 
Rs 1.41cr till March 31, 2015,
according to the PMO

To Improve Only After 2-3 Days
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