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Vehicles, generators nullifi ed
measures to clean Delhi’s air

Mallica Joshi
■  mallica.joshi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The city seems to
have lost whatever little it gained
between 2000 and 2010 in terms
of  air quality. 

A look at the Economic
Survey of  Delhi 2014-15, shows
that while concerted efforts to
weed out air pollution at the
beginning of  the millennium
marginally improved the air
quality, especially in the latter
half, those gains are now being
lost to the increasing number of
vehicles, use of  diesel generators
and overloaded goods trucks. 

 In 1997, when air quality in
the city was very poor, the SO2
levels were 18.7 and the NO2
levels were 44.9.Figures on
particulate matter (PM) were
not recorded at this time. PM
10 figures were first recorded
in 2000 when it was 191.

 In 2007, the SO2 figures were
4, NO2 figures were 38 and the
PM10 figure was 161. In totality, 
this seems to be the best year
for Delhi, air quality wise. 

 Since then, however, there 
has been a steady increase, 
especially after 2010 in pol-
lutants in the air. In 2014, the
annual average for SO2 was
16.9, NO2 was 79 and PM10 was
a whopping 318.

 According to experts, a con-
certed effort against air pollu-
tion in late 1990s made Delhi’s 
air better. 

 “In 1997-98 the air quality in
the city had deteriorated very
much and a number of  efforts, 
including shutting down pollu-
tion industries and introducing
CNG were made to improve air
quality. Lead in gasoline was also
phased out and benzene concen-

tration, which at that time was
uncontrolled, was also lowered.
We also brought in Bharat Stage
I-IV emission standards. There 
were major interventions to
purify the air we breathe,” said
SK Tyagi, scientist and mem-
ber, Indian Association for Air
Pollution Control.

 According to Tyagi, the cycle 
of  deterioration that has set in
again can be attributed to the
rising number of  vehicles in
the city along with dependence
of  diesel generator sets. 

“Over the past few years, the
vehicle density in Delhi has
gone on increasing. Another
problem are diesel generator
sets. There are close to 3.5 lakh
such gensets in the city right
now which are being used by
institutions or for commercial
purposes. The biggest problem,
however, is that of  overloaded
trucks. They need to be fitted
with diesel particulate filters
and overloading needs to be
checked. An overloaded truck 
pollutes 4 times more than a 
truck with normal load. The bus 
fleet also needs to be doubled
from 6000 to 12000,” Tyagi said.
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NEW DELHI: Walk into the local
market of the posh south Delhi
locality of  Vasant Vihar and
shopkeepers there greet you
with a warm smile until you
tell them what you want to buy.
Unless you are a familiar face
the ‘packet’ is not sold.

It is only when the shop-
keeper is convinced of  your dire
need that the yellow packet is
handed over-carefully wrapped
in a black plastic bag. The trans-
action is nothing less than an
illegal drug deal experience.

The once easily available 
two-minute noodle, sold for
just R10 is now being sold in
certain parts of the Capital for 
as much as R102. The recent ban
on Maggi noodles, resulted in
Nestle pulling out all its stock
from the shelves of stores across
the city. Some shops, however, 
seem to have kept their final
batch.

 Surprisingly, looking at the
soaring demand among loyal 
buyers, shopkeepers are charg-
ing what they feel like for a 75
gram packet of  the banned noo-
dles. In fact, not just the prices
but also the quantity is control-
led. A person cannot buy more 
than two packets of  Maggi in
one purchase. 

“This batch was not taken
from us so instead of just throw-
ing it away we are selling it to
people. If  people are ready to
buy these at whatever price we
quote then why throw it away?”
a shopkeeper in Vasant Vihar
told HT.

He said that he is still left
with a few last packets and as
the quantity is getting limited
the price is automatically going
up.

Rashmi Sinha, a 29-year-
old graphic designer living in
the area, echoes the opinion
of  many Maggi lovers across
the city.

“We have been having Maggi
for so many years. I think we are
immune to the lead content in
it. If adulteration had to stop us
from having food in this country
then we would starve to death,”
Sinha said.

The local grocers of  west
Delhi’s Janakpuri-C1 are also
selling the packets but not
over the counter. The orders
of  packets are taken over the
phone and delivered to custom-
ers’ doorstep.

“We do not want to get into
any trouble and therefore we do 
not entertain any request for
Maggi in our shop. We only take 
orders and deliver the packets
to people we know,” said the
shop owner.
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NEW DELHI: The murder of  a
21-year-old man whose hacked 
body was found at his outer
Delhi’s Begampur home on
Sunday has turned out to be a 
case of honour killing.

The police had begun their
probe considering it to be a mur-
der over a long standing rivalry
between the victim’s family and
members of his extended family.

On Thursday, the police solved
the murder case and arrested a 
66-year-old man and his son for 
allegedly killing their neighbour. 
The victim, identified as Sushil,
was killed for being in a rela-
tionship with a girl belonging
to the family of  the accused. The
girl’s father and her grandfather
entered Sushil’s house at night 
and hacked him with an axe
while he was asleep, police said.

The arrested persons have
been identified as Mahendra
Singh Kataria, 66, and his
son Bharat Singh Kataria, 36,
residents of  Naveen Vihar in
Begampur. During interroga-
tion, the duo confessed to have
killed Sushil as they were unhap-
py with his alleged relationship
with Bharat’s daughter. 

Vikramjit Singh, deputy com-
missioner of police (outer), said
the murder was discovered on
Sunday after they received a 
call regarding a murder near
Barwala Road in Begampur. 

“A police team reached the
spot and found Sushil hacked
with a sharp-edged weapon. A 
case was registered,” said Singh.

During the initial probe, Singh
said, suspicion pointed at the
members of  Sushil’s extended
family as both the families were
having a longstanding dispute. 
However, despite efforts the role
of  the members of  Sushil’s rival 
family could not be established.

Further probe revealed that 
Sushil was in a relationship with
a girl from the neighbourhood
but her family members were
against it. Investigators ques-
tioned the girl and she revealed
that she was with Sushil on
Saturday night. Her family
members, father and grandfa-
ther in particular, were angry
after they learnt about their
secret meeting.

“We picked up her father and
grandfather and grilled them
at length during which they
confessed to the crime to take
revenge since Sushil had not been
paying any heed to their repeated
warnings regarding his closeness
with the girl,” Singh said.
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NEW DELHI: Monsoon announced
its arrival in the city on
Thursday morning as rain
lashed the Capital bringing
relief from the sweltering heat.

The rain, which started from
late on Wednesday night, indicat-
ed that the southwest monsoon
had reached Delhi after making
rapid progress over the last few 
days, well ahead of  its normal
onset, the Met department con-
firmed on Thursday.

The mercury plunged signifi-
cantly to 30.8 degrees Celsius, seven 
notches below the season’s aver-
age. The Met office forecast similar
weather on Friday. The minimum
temperature was recorded six
notches below the season’s aver-
age at 22.4 degrees Celsius.

Ramesh Kumar, an IT profes-
sional living in Lajpat Nagar,
had a pleasant ride to work on 
Thursday. “Even though it was
raining, I enjoyed the bike ride to
office after weeks,” Kumar said.

Rainfall measuring 21mm
lashed parts of  the city since
morning while humidity in the
air was recorded at 93 per cent at
8.30am, a MeT official said. The 
city received 0.3mm of rainfall in
nine hours from 8.30am.

“The skies will be cloudy 
on Friday. One or two spells of
rainfall and thundershowers will
occur in some areas,” said an
official of the Met Department.

Traffi c cop booked 
for demanding 
`200 to write off 
`4,000 challan 
NEW DELHI: The special surveil-
lance team of  the vigilance
department on Wednesday filed
an FIR against a Delhi Traffic
Police constable accused of
taking a bribe of `200 from a 
commuter.

Traffic constable Rajbir was
allegedly caught at the Ridge 
Road, near the Shankar Road
roundabout, at around 3:30 pm.
He along with other personnel 
had stopped three vehicles for
violations among which a Maruti
van was stopped for overloading.

“The vigilance team was sta-
tioned a few metres away from 
the intersection, to interact with
the drivers who were being fined.
On interaction with one such
driver we found out that the
constable had caught him for
overloading but had taken ̀ 200
to let him go,” said a statement
released by the vigilance branch.

The driver said that he was
stopped and asked to show his
licence and the vehicle’s RC.
According to the driver’s state-
ment, when he was told that he
was carrying excess passengers
and was asked to pay a challan
amount of `4,000. When he said
that he did not have the money to
pay the fine, the policeman asked
for `200 to let him go. 

An FIR has been registered
against the traffic constable at
the vigilance unit. HTC

Late night rain announces
arrival of monsoon in Delhi

Despite ban, Maggi
being sold at ̀ 102 
per packet in S Delhi

H O N O U R  K I L L I N G

21-year-old man hacked
in Outer Delhi, 2 held

■ On Thursday, the mercury plunged significantly to 30.8 degrees
Celsius, seven notches below the season’s average.  SONU MEHTA /HT

The maximum and minimum
temperatures on Friday are
expected to hover around 35 and
23 degrees Celsius, respectively.

Wednesday’s  maximum
temperature was 36.8 degrees
Celsius, a notch below the sea-
son’s average, while the mini-

mum temperature settled two
notches below the season’s aver-
age at 25.8 degrees Celsius.

The Met department on
June 22 had forecast that mon-
soon was likely to hit Delhi by
June 26, earlier than its normal
arrival date of June 29.

DURING INTERROGATION, 
THE DUO CONFESSED TO 
KILLING SUSHIL AS THEY 
WERE UNHAPPY WITH 
HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH 
BHARAT’S DAUGHTER

■ The biggest problem in Delhi is that of overloaded trucks. An overloaded
truck pollutes 4 times more than a truck with normal load.  HT FILE PHOTO
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POLLUTION The Economic Survey shows air quality in the Capital went up a 
notch between 1997 and 2007 but ever since it has only deteriorated further 
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Developer name and number: Nshmi Development LLC - 727523
Project name and RERA number: Town Square Zahra - 1637 and Town Square Safi - 1646
Trustee bank name and Escrow account number:
Noor Bank PJSC - 00110628660014 and 00110651850011
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LIVE LIFE AT

YOURPRICE

Town Square is located 22minutes fromBurj Khalifa and TheDubai Mall.
This community offers what you’ve always wanted. Town Square’s central
park is the size of 16 football fields, along with 350 retail shops for your
convenience. Enjoy local amenities including Vida Hotel, Reel Cinemas,
state-of-the-art clinics, schools and cycling trails.

TOWNSQUAREAPARTMENTS

Launching at
Four SEAsonsHotEl MumBAi on JunE 27th AnD 28th

Apartments* starting from:
2 bedrooms: ₹ 1.2 crores
3 bedrooms: ₹ 1.7 crores
*Expected yield (at today’s values) would be over 10%p.a.

First-come, first-served
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