| nation |

HINDUSTAN TIMES, NEW DELHI
TH URSDAY, JU N E 11, 2 015

Govt may replace expert panel
on Ganga with technocrats
POWER PROJECTS
AND THE RIVER
The previous committee
headed by IIT Kanpur professor Vinod Tare recommended
that only six of two dozen
proposed projects on the
Ganga’s tributaries, the
Mandakini and Alakananda,
be allowed and that too after
reducing their capacity to
ensure minimum flow of
water to sustain aquatic life

■

If it had followed the panel’s
advice, the generation
capabilities of the projects
would be depleted by 30-40%,
but it would have helped
strike a balance between
environment protection and
development

A dam on Bhagirathi river, a major tributary of the Ganga, in
Uttarkashi town of Uttarakhand.
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protection and development.
The Supreme Court imposed
a ban on construction of new
hydro projects in Uttarakhand
after the flash floods in 2013
killed hundreds, and it asked the
environment ministry to examine the impact of such ventures
on the local ecosystem.
Some arms of the government, such as the power ministry, opposed the expert panel’s
recommendation, noting that

forest clearance was granted to
these projects before the devastation, officials revealed.
“Their (power ministry) view
is that the ministry cannot
revise its own clearance now,” a
government representative said.
To find a way around, the environment ministry decided to get
these projects reviewed afresh.
Sources said the ministry will
set up a new committee likely to
be headed by BP Das, a known
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proponent of hydro projects,
with a joint secretary from the
department as its convenor. The
panel, when constituted, will
be the third to review these 24
projects in less than two years.
The new body is likely to
have more technocrats than
scientists, say sources, while
activists fighting to save the
Ganga allege this is being done
to ensure clearance for the contentious projects.

Congress-led UDF government on
Wednesday decided to award the
Vizhinjam international mother
port project to Adani Port and
SEZ Limited, overruling objections from the opposition Left
Democratic Front (LDF).
After Union shipping minister
Nitin Gadkari warned that the
project would go to neighbouring
Tamil Nadu if Kerala delayed it
further, chief minister Oommen
Chandy had met party chief Sonia
Gandhi on Tuesday for approval.
The Adani group was the sole bidder for the `7,000 crore-project
conceived almost two decades ago.
“No one can prevent the
implementation of the dream
project. This is not for one group
or another. We will not back out
due to the opposition’s allegations,” Chandy said.
Last week, Chandy had convened an all-party meet but no
consensus was reached as the
CPM opposed the PPP model,
alleging corruption. “You can’t
raise frivolous charges to delay the
ambitious project. The state can’t
afford it anymore. Come what may,
we will go ahead,” said Chandy.
Citing the Adani group’s proximity to the BJP leadership, a section of the Congress and LDF had
also opposed it vigorously. Chandy
was able to convince the Congress
leadership but not the CPM.

Railways pitch for NRI funds to CBI files 4 cases in rail
develop stations across country tech manipulation issue
Abhishek Sharan
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NEW DELHI: The Railways has

decided to approach the Indian
diaspora to finance schemes for
development of railway stations
across the country.
Guidelines for improving stations through assistance from
non-governmental organisations
(NGOs), trusts, charitable institutions, corporate and non-resident Indians (NRIs) have been
sent to the Indian embassy/high
commissions in the US, Canada,
UK and Australia.
Elaborating on the concept, a
railway board member (engineering) said that individuals and cor-
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Anand Vihar railway station

porates would be invited either to
“adopt a station”, or contribute
towards the development of a
station by way of installing water
coolers or escalators. “We expect
that the scheme will draw a positive response from NRIs and others

to adopt or develop remote railway
stations located in the vicinity of
their home towns,” he said.
Of the 1,052 stations identified for development under the
Adarsh Station Scheme started in
2009, development of 946 stations
had been completed until March
this year, while the remaining
106 stations are targeted for completion this fiscal. Meanwhile,
seven stations (Anand Vihar,
Bijwasan, Chandigarh,
Habibganj, Shivajinagar, Surat
& Gandhinagar ) have been taken
up for re-development to international standards.
Additional toilets are also
planned at 650 stations during
the current year, officials said.
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NEW DELHI: As part of its probe

into the high-tech manipulations of Indian railways’ static
and Electronic In-Motion Weigh
Bridges (EIMWB), the CBI has
registered four cases against
private firms, including a southIndia-based cement maker, railway-approved private vendors
running the electronic bridges,
and unknown railways officials.
CBI said that due to the alleged
under-weighing and under-invoicing by tampering with source
codes, losses worth several crore
were caused to the railways —
irregularities linked to just one
EIMWB located at Karnataka’s

Panambur yard, southern railway, caused a loss of `20.72 crore.
HT had on April 22 first reported
that the south-India based cement
maker was under the scanner as
an alleged beneficiary and also
reported on May 6 that a few
EIMWB vendors might get booked.
The source said that at certain
EIMWBs that were examined by
the CBI, the software was allegedly
manipulated to ensure consistent
under-weighing of wagons containing cement despite varying
the rake’s speed including the prescribed 15 km/hour. “An EIMWB
vendor, Sen Logistics Automation
Pvt Ltd was booked for manipulation of the electronic bride at
Panambur Yard,” said CBI spokesperson Kanchan Prasad.

NEW DELHI: The snooping row

between the Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh chief ministers reached Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s court on
Wednesday.
Andhra Pradesh CM
Chandrababu Naidu met Modi
to demand a thorough probe into
the alleged tapping of his phone
by the Telangana government.
The leader of the NDA’s biggest ally in South India also met
home minister Rajnath Singh,
finance minister Arun Jaitely,
urban development minister M
Venkaiah Naidu and BJP president Amit Shah. Sources close to
Naidu said that in all these meetings he referred to the alleged
snooping incident, seeking the
strongest possible support from
the Centre.
During the hour-long meeting
with the PM, Naidu also demanded that governor ESL Narsimhan,
who holds charge of both the
states, should be given power to
take decisions on law and order
issues in Hyderabad, the common capital. Naidu argued that
additional power to governor is
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Andhra CM Naidu (L) with PM Modi in New Delhi on Wednesday.

necessary for effective implementation of the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act in the capital.
Naidu’s demand, if accepted,
may also affect the hold of the
TRS government in Hyderabad.
“Our phones are being tapped
illegally. This should be probed
by an appropriate authority,”
Naidu said. Even as Naidu met
the PM, Andhra Pradesh chief
secretary and DG of state police
met Union home secretary LC
Goyal and submitted a detailed
report on the phone-tapping.
The Andhra CM also alleged

PTI

that the Telangana government
was biased and was showing
high-handedness over the people and officials of Andhra. “I
have asked the Centre to execute
Section 8 of the reorganisation
act and immediately transfer the
powers over Hyderabad to the
governor,” Naidu said.
Meanwhile, Revanth Reddy,
the TDP MLA caught in the
cash-for-vote scandal and lodged
in jail, was given a bail for
12 hours on Thursday to attend
the engagement of his daughter
in Hyderabad.

Andhra, Telangana row ignites debate
on control of Hyderabad law and order
Prasad Nichenametla
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HYDERABAD: The cash-for-vote

scam and the entwined phonetapping controversy have
reignited the debate on who
should administer law and order
in Hyderabad, the shared capital
of southern neighbours Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana till 2024.
Law says gover nor ESL
Narasimhan, who oversees
both the states, has been vested
with a special responsibility for
the security of life, liberty and
property of all people residing
in Hyderabad. The governor’s
role extends to law and order,
internal security, etc, and he is
advised by the Telangana government while discharging such
functions, according to mandate.
The governor’s decision, though,
is considered final.
This important legal provision
was incorporated by the UPA
government around the time

of Telangana’s creation, given
the open hostilities between the
people of the two regions and the
concerns expressed by a section
of political leaders and businessmen from Seemandhra, fearing
damages to properties in the
capital city.
However, since the bifurcation
last year, the Telangana government under K Chandrashekar
Rao has kept law and order in
Hyderabad under its purview.
While no violence or threat
to Seemandhra people has been
reported over the past year, the
Naidu-led Andhra Pradesh government, which is operating
from Hyderabad — sharing a
secretariat, assembly and official residences, etc — is opposed
to this authority enjoyed by Rao
and has been demanding the
power be vested in the governor.
The Telangana government is
unwilling to concede ground and
is giving assurances of security to
everyone. The matter is pending

with the Union home ministry
before which the chief secretaries
from the two states have argued
their cases several times.
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ministry is set to replace a
panel of experts with a body of
technocrats to decide the fate
of hydropower projects on the
Ganga, signalling the government’s inclination to move forward with the ventures despite
resistance from within and
caveats from the Supreme Court.
The issue emerged as a major
challenge for the BJP-led government that took office last year
vowing to conserve the river that
is revered by millions of Hindus
and also provide electricity to all
1.2 billion Indians.
The previous committee
headed by IIT Kanpur professor Vinod Tare recommended
that only six of two dozen proposed projects on the Ganga’s
tributaries, the Mandakini and
Alakananda, be allowed and that
too after reducing their capacity to ensure minimum flow of
water to sustain aquatic life.
Sources said the gover nments’ plans would have been
rendered economically unviable
if it had followed the panel’s
advice, with generation capability depleted by 30-40%, but
it would have helped strike a
balance between environment
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MOVE The new body will decide the fate of hydropower projects on the river
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Adani group to
develop Vizhinjam
international port
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13th JUNE : BHARTIYA VIDYA BHAWAN, KG MARG
20th JUNE : YWCA, ASHOKA ROAD
TIMINGS: 11 AM-2 PM
Give a missed call on 8010639090 or mail to
campuscalling@hindustantimes.com for registration & win an Iphone-6

UNION PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
SPECIAL CLASS RAILWAY APPRENTICE’S EXAMINATION, 2015
The written result of the Special Class Railway Apprentices’ (SCRA)
Examination, 2015 has been declared by the Commission and the same is
available on the Commission’s website http://www.upsc.gov.in. The
candidature of all candidates who have qualified for Interview/Personality
Test is PROVISIONAL subject to their being found eligible in all respects. It
is informed that all the written qualified candidates are required to fill up and
submit the Detailed Application Form (DAF) ONLINE followed by sending of
ink signed copy of the printout of DAF along with their photographs and all
relevant documents to the Commission. The DAF shall be available on the
Commission’s website from 08.06.2015 to 17.06.2015 till 11.59 P.M.
Important Instructions for filling up and submitting the ONLINE DAF will also
be available on the website along with the Rules of SCRA Examination,
2015. The last date for the receipt of printed copy of DAF (ink signed) along
with relevant documents is 22.06.2015. In the event of non-receipt of ink
signed copy of DAF, the candidature will be cancelled without any further
notice. The candidates are also required to bring a printed copy of the DAF
duly signed (by the candidate) along with original documents and a
photocopy each thereof at the time of interview. The candidates must also
check before hand their certificates in accordance with the important
instructions available on the website of the Commission with regard to the
certificates that are required to be produced at the time of Interview. The
candidates will be solely responsible for not producing sufficient proof in
support of his/her age, date of birth, educational qualifications, caste
(SC/ST/OBC) and physical disability status. The candidates shall be
informed for their Personality Test, (likely to be held in the month of July,
2015) through e-Summon Letters. The details of Personality Test shall also
be available on the Commission’s website in due course.
2. The result of those candidates who belong to JAT community and had
applied under OBC category in accordance with the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment Resolution No. 20012/129/2009/BC.II, Dated
04.03.2014, is PROVISIONAL and subject to the Judgment dated
17th March, 2015 of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in which the said
Resolution has been quashed.
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