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Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM)
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav is an initiative
of the Government of India to celebrate
and commemorate 75 years of
progressive India and the glorious history
of its people, culture and achievements.
This Mahotsav is dedicated to the
people of India who have not only been
instrumental in bringing India thus far in
its evolutionary journey but also hold

accomplishments since 1947, instilling a
sense of pride. India’s development has
been remarkable and holds great promise
for the future. From space and
technology, to health and education,
India’s growth story has been impressive
and innovative across all sectors. It is an
intensive, country wide campaign which
will focus on citizen participation, to be

within them the power and potential to
enable Prime Minister Modi’s vision of
activating India 2.0, fuelled by the spirit
of Atma Nirbhar Bharat. Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav is an embodiment of all
that is progressive about India’s sociocultural, political and economic identity.
The official journey of “Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav” commences on 12th March,
2021 which starts a 75-week countdown
to our 75th anniversary of Independence
and will end post a year on 15th August,
2023.

converted into a ‘Janandolan’, where
small changes, at the local level, will add
up to significant national gains. The
intent is to further the idea of a sustained
and structured framework of connection
between people of different regions of
India. The Mahotsav will work to
enhance interaction and promote mutual
understanding between people of
different States & Union Territories by
conducting activities in the areas of
language, learning, tangible as well as
intangible culture and heritage, paving
the way for systematic process of mutual
engagement and appreciation amongst
people.

Over the last 75 years, India has grown
significantly across all sectors. The
Mahotsav
will
showcase
India’s
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Delhi’s Lifeline- Yamuna River

It is the biggest tributary of the Ganges
(also known as Ganga) in Northern
India. The famous river has its source in
the Yamunotri Glacier at an elevation of
6,387 meters on the southwestern sides
of Bander pooch crests in the lower
Himalayan ranges. The river runs an
overall span of 1,376 km (855 miles)
and has a catchment area of 366,223
km2. But for much of its 853-mile
length, it is now one of the world’s most
defiled rivers. Agricultural demand
repeatedly depletes the river’s flow.
Rapid modernization of the Indian
economy since the 1980s has added
thousands of manufacturing plants to
the Yamuna’s watershed, with little
thought given to how much water they
take out or how much pollution they
add back. And urbanization has roughly
quintupled the population of New
Delhi, from about 3.5 million people 30
years ago to more than 18 million at
present. For Hindus, the Yamuna is not

just a natural resource, but also one of
the holiest rivers in India. She is a
goddess, a giver of life and the chief
lover of Krishna. So the protesters were
motivated as much by faith as by
environmental outrage. In the past they
would have relied exclusively on
prayers, incense and offerings of fresh
flowers to practice seva, the Hindu
ritual of loving service to the deity. But
of necessity seva has lately also come to
mean environmental action, working to
restore life to a river now widely
regarded as dead. Today, River Yamuna
is considered as the dirtiest river in
India. Along the river's banks are many
historic monuments, including the Taj
Mahal in Agra. It is also one of the most
polluted rivers in the country, with
plastic waste littering the length of its
banks. However, the river is on the
verge of extinction, pollution and
environmental changes has resulted in
the dismal condition of the river.
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The Yamuna waters are of fairly good
quality for its entire span from
Yamunotri in the Himalayan ranges to
Wazirabad in Delhi, the length of which
is around 375 km. The wastewater flows
through 15 drains situated amid the
Okhla dam and Wazirabad dam. As a
result, the water of the Yamuna River
becomes extremely contaminated once
the river leaves Wazirabad, Delhi.
Because of its high contamination level,
the river has also been referred to as a
“sewage drain”. Elevated coliform
level is one more reason behind its high
pollution level. The river gets
contaminated from three principal
sources - i.e., municipal and household

waste areas, land corrosion due to
removal of trees taking place to
facilitate agriculture together with
consequential chemical wastes from
manures, herbicides, insect killers, and
overspills from commercial operations
and industrial areas. In some places,
the Yamuna is now so heavily exploited
that broad swaths of riverbed lie naked
and exposed to the sun for much of the
year. In other places, the river is a
sudsy, listless morass of human,
industrial and agricultural wastes,
literally an open sewer. Given that 60
million people depend on the river for
bathing and drinking water, a protest
might seem inevitable.

Treatment of Polluted Water
16.12.2021, Ministry of Jal Shakti
Government of India (GOI) has
launched
the
Namami
Gange
Programme, an integrated umbrella
programme, aimed to ensure effective
abatement
of
pollution
and
conservation of river Ganga and its
tributaries, including river Yamuna.
GOI is supplementing the efforts of the
State Governments in addressing the
challenges of pollution of river Ganga
and its tributaries by providing
financial and technical assistance.
Under Namami Gange Programme, 24
sewerage infrastructure projects at an
estimated cost of Rs.4773 crore have
been sanctioned for creation /
rehabilitation of 1940 Million Litres per
Day (MLD) Sewage Treatment Plant
(STP) capacity in Yamuna river basin,
including tributaries (Hindon and
Chambal) of river Yamuna. These 24
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projects are spread in Himachal
Pradesh (1 project), Haryana (2
projects), Delhi (10 projects), Uttar
Pradesh (10 projects) and Rajasthan (1
project). Out of these 5 projects have
been completed.
Stringent monitoring, regulation and
enforcement towards compliance of
Grossly Polluting Industries against
regulatory framework mandated under
Consent mechanism issued in respect
of provisions of Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 is
undertaken through Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), State Pollution
Control Boards (SPCBs) and Pollution
Control Committees (PCC). Industry
specific effluent/emission standards
are
notified
by
Ministry
of
Environment, Forest & Climate Change
under Schedule-I: ‘Standards for
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Emission
or
Discharge
of
Environmental Pollutants from Various
Industries’ of Environment Protection
Act, 1986. State Pollution Control
Boards
and
Pollution
Control
Committees in States and Union
Territories respectively are to ensure
compliance of these standards. So far,
47 industry specific effluent standards
and 63 industry specific emission
standards have been notified.

polluting industries are identified. This
drain ultimately meets river Yamuna at
Morewali Dargah in Agra. All the
industries are allowed to function with
adequate effluent treatment facilities,
which are being regulated under
provisions of existing environment
laws.
As informed by Aligarh Nagar Nigam,
the polluted water of Aligarh drain and

Sector-specific
Charters
are
implemented
in
industrial sectors, viz.,
Pulp & Paper, Sugar,
Distillery and Textile and
their compliance is verified
through
regulatory
monitoring
through
technical institutions.
In Haryana, there are 14
Common
Effluent
Treatment Plants (CETPs)
with total capacity of 161.5
MLD and in Delhi there are
13 CETPs with capacity of
212.3 MLD in the Yamuna basin.
Financial assistance is also provided
under Namami Gange Programme to
industrial clusters to upgrade/ augment
their CETPs. Upgradation of one CETP
project in Mathura for textile industrial
cluster has been taken up.
As informed by Uttar Pradesh Pollution
Control Board (UPPCB), there are 26
polluted industries identified in Aligarh
discharging their treated effluent in
Aligarh drain, which is also passing
through Hathras district, where 11

Jafri drain is being treated under a pilot
scheme using phyto remediation
technology. Further, construction of a
STP of 45 MLD capacity has also been
taken-up by Uttar Pradesh Jal Nigam in
the town.
This Information was given by the
Minister of State for Jal Shakti, Shri
Bishweswar Tuduin a written reply in
Lok Sabha.
Source:
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.asp
x?PRID=1782290
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Toxic foam in Yamuna River
09.12.2021, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, GoI

Incidences of foaming in river Yamuna
in Delhi has been reported by media
during the last few years. Problem of
froth formation at Okhla Barrage is
mainly due to accumulation of
phosphate and surfactants present in
industrial discharges. The water quality
analysis results of river Yamuna, as
reported by CPCB.
The foam formation in the river may be
due to presence of detergents and
laundry
chemicals
containing
phosphates. There is a sudden
discharge and vertical fall especially at
Wazirabad barrage, creating agitation
and turbulence to the settled sludge on
the river bed, resulting into formation
of foam.
Hon’ble NGT in the matter of OA no. 06
of 2012 titled as Manoj Mishra Vs
Union of India vide Order dated
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11.09.2019 directed Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) as follows:





DJB to complete task of setting up of
STPs by 31.12.2020.
DJB is directed to adhere to the
timelines with regard to Interceptor
Sewer Project (ISP) and treat all the
242 MGD sewage by 31.12.2019.
The operational deficiencies of the
existing STPs must be rectified
within three months from the issue
of directions.

Further, while disposing the case vide
order dated 27.01.2021, Hon’ble NGT
issued following directions:


Directions of the Hon’ble Supreme
Court and earlier orders of this
Tribunal, henceforth the Chief
Secretary, NCT of Delhi, in
coordination with other authorities
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(such as, Additional Chief Secretary
Urban Development, DDA, IDMC,
DPCC, DJB) and the Chief
Secretaries of Haryana and UP may
personally monitor the progress.
The
River
Rejuvenation
Committees (RRCs) of Delhi,
Haryana and UP may accordingly
monitor execution of the action
plans
with
proper
interdepartmental
coordination,
to
remedy the polluted stretches of
river Yamuna in their respective
jurisdiction subject to oversight of
the Chief Secretaries on quarterly
basis, who may thereafter give their
quarterly reports to the Central
Monitoring Committee (CMC)
headed by the Secretary, Jal Shakti
in terms of order dated 21.09.2020
in O.A. No. 673/2018.

Action plan for rejuvenation of River
Yamuna is prepared on the basis of gap
analysis in respect of industrial effluent
and waste management. Concerned
State
Governments/
UT
Administrations are required to ensure
execution of approved action plan
under the overall supervision and
coordination of Principal Secretary,
Environment
of
the
concerned
State/Union
Territory.
Central
Monitoring
Committee
(CMC)
constituted by Hon’ble NGT under the
chairmanship of Secretary, Ministry of
Jal Shakti (MoJS) reviews the progress
at Central level.
Further measures taken include:
1) 10 sewerage infrastructure project
for creating / rehabilitation &

upgradation of 1362 MLD sewage
treatment plants (STP) in Delhi has
been taken under Namami Gange
Programme.
2) CPCB issued directions under
section 18 (1) (b) of the Water
Prevention & Control of Pollution)
Act, 1986, to Delhi Pollution Control
Committee, on 24.09.2021, for
ensuring 100 % collection and
treatment
of
domestic
and
industrial wastewaters generated in
the catchment of Shahdara drain.
3) CPCB
issued
directions
on
11.03.2021 under Section 18 (1) (b)
of the Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, for
installation & connectivity of Online
Continuous Effluent Monitoring
Systems (OCEMS) by GPIs to
HSPCB, DPCC & UPPCB.
4) CPCB
issued
directions
on
15.02.2021 under Section 18 (1) (b)
of the Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, for
wider use of Mobile based
application on STP monitoring to all
SPCB/ PCCs.
5) DPCC issued directions under
section 33 (A) of the Water
(Prevention
and
Control
of
Pollution) Act, 1974, to all the
concerned agencies prohibiting
sale, storage, transportation and
marketing of soaps and detergents
not confirming to BIS revised norms
in NCT of Delhi to curb pollution in
river Yamuna.
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Sampling
Locations

Sampling
Date

9.0
8.5

8.9
BDL
BDL
4.5
3.9

09-11-2021

11-11-2021

09-11-2021

09-11-2021

08-11-2021

11-11-2021

08-11-2021

11-11-2021

Wazirabad
Barrage

Inlet to WTP,
Wazirabad

Carrier Lined
Channel (CLC)

ITO

Okhla

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

9.1

7.4

09-11-2021

Palla

> 5 mg/l

Dissolved
Oxygen
(mg/L)

1.

Primary Water Quality criteria for
Outdoor Bathing notified by
MoEF&CC

Sl.
N

7.6

6.8

7.5

6.7

6.6

6.7

8.1

7.1

7.1

6.58.5

pH

9

10

22

10

2

BDL

3

2

5

<3
mg/l

BOD
(mg/l)

3500000

13000000

7900000

4600000

13000

790

1300

490

35000

< 2500
MPN/100ml

Faecal
Coliform
(MPN-100ML)

24000

1300000

170000

790000

790

170

4.5

240

1700

<500 MPN/100ml

Faecal
Streptococci
(MPN/100ml)

2

1.8

2.6

2.2

BDL

BDL

BDL

BDL

BDL

-

Detergent
(mg/L)

46

-

68

-

10

13

13

7

14

-

COD
(mg/L)

Water Quality Data of River Yamuna, November 2021

13.3

15.8

22.3

12.5

0.3

0.3

1.6

1.1
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-

Ammonical
Nitrogen
(mg/L)

0.66

1.05

1.36

1.32

BDL

0.05

0.16

0.16

0.2

-

Phosphate
(mg/L)
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Ammonia in Yamuna River
09.12.2021, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Water Resources, River Development &
Ganga Rejuvenation
Water Quality Assessment of river
Yamuna reveals that there is an
occasional rise in ammonia levels in
river Yamuna at Wazirabad barrage. As
informed by Delhi Jal Board (DJB), the
water
supply
was
affected
intermittently in many parts of the
National Capital due to ammonia
pollution with rise in Ammoniacal
Nitrogen levels. The Water Treatment
Plants (WTPs) of Delhi Jal Board at
Chandrawal, Wazirabad and Okhla lift
partial raw water from river Yamuna
and stop water intake from Wazirabad
barrage when Ammoniacal Nitrogen
reaches the level of 01 mg/L, as the
WTPs operated by DJB are not having
adequate
preliminary
treatment
facilities to handle such raw water. This
affects production of drinking water at
these plants ranging from 50 Million
Gallons per Day (MGD) to 100 MGD.
Possible reasons for high Ammoniacal
Nitrogen in river Yamuna, are due to (i)
discharge of untreated sewage from
upstream towns in Haryana, (ii)
discharge from industrial units
especially
fertiliser
units,
(iii)
discharges from Common Effluent
Treatment Plants (CETPs), Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs), (iv) illegal
discharge of sewage from un-sewered
colonies in outer Delhi, (v) septage
discharge through tankers in Haryana
and Delhi, (vi) less flows in river
Yamuna coupled with anaerobic

decomposition of accumulated sludge
on the riverbed.
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) in association with the State
Pollution
Control
Boards
(SPCBs)/Pollution Control Committees
(PCCs) is assessing the ambient water
quality of both surface and ground
water
under
National
Water
Monitoring Programme (NWMP) at
4,294 locations in the country including
2,026 locations on rivers. The water
quality is assessed for various
parameters
(physicochemical,
bacteriological, heavy metals and
pesticide concentration) as prescribed
under Guidelines for Water Quality
Monitoring, 2017 (GWQM, 2017)
issued by Ministry of Environment,
Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC).
The assessment of water quality is done
on monthly, half yearly, quarterly and
yearly frequency.
Assessment of water quality of river
Yamuna was carried out by CPCB at 7
locations and major drains upstream of
Wazirabad during 7 -13 January, 2021,
twice a week, during 31.05.2021 to
12.07.2021 at Palla, located on
Haryana-Delhi border as well as during
08-09 November, 2021 and 11th
November, 2021. It revealed that:
a. Dhanurea Escape, Panipat Drain,
and Drain No. 2 are discharging
Ammoniacal Nitrogen (NH3-N)
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between 13-42 Milligrams Per Liter
(mg/L),
b. Impact of Dhanurea Escape and
Panipat Drain gets assimilated by
the river Yamuna at Sonepat with
Ammoniacal Nitrogen levels coming
down to 1.5 mg/L,
c. Ammoniacal Nitrogen (NH3-N)
again rises from 1.5 mg/L at Palla to
3.0 mg/L at Wazirabad.
d. Ammoniacal Nitrogen was observed
in the range of 0.4 mg/L - 7.2 mg/L
during monitoring in month of
June-July, 2021 at Palla.
e. Ammoniacal Nitrogen was observed
in the range of 4 – 15.8 mg/L during
monitoring in month of November,
2021.

In respect of ammonia problem in river
Yamuna in Delhi, based on discussions
in meeting chaired by Secretary,
Ministry of Jal Shakti and attended by
Chief Secretary of Delhi and Haryana
on 20.02.2018, short and long-term
measures/ recommendations were
made for action by the States.
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A ‘Study Group’ constituted by CPCB
has also suggested short term and long
term measures for control of pollution
in river Yamuna by the States of Delhi
and Haryana. Joint Surveillance Squad
(JSS) comprising officials of Haryana
and Delhi States has been constituted
for identification of hot spots, sources
of pollution, illegal discharges, if any
and present practices followed for
treatment of generated sewage in the
unauthorized colonies between Palla
and Delhi. JSS is to carryout frequent
inspections as per the schedule and
submit the reports.
Industry specific effluent/emission
standards are notified by Ministry of
Environment, Forest & Climate Change
under Schedule-I: ‘Standards for
Emission
or
Discharge
of
Environmental Pollutants from Various
Industries’
of
Environment
Protection Act, 1986.
SPCBs and PCCs in
States and Union
Territories
respectively are to
ensure compliance of
these standards. So
far,
47
industry
specific
effluent
standards and 63
industry
specific
emission standards have been notified.
In Haryana, there are 14 Common
Effluent Treatment Plants (CETPs)
with total capacity of 161.5 MLD having
discharge in Yamuna basin. As per
report of Haryana State Pollution
Control Board, all the CETPs are
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complying with regulatory norms. In
Delhi, the compliance of all the 13
CETPs with capacity of 212.3 MLD has
been improved from 'nil' compliant
CETPs in July 2021 to nine compliant
CETPs in September 2021 after
necessary directions were issued by
Ministry of Jal Shakti.
Besides this, financial assistance is also
being provided under Namami Gange
Programme to industrial clusters to
upgrade/ augment their CETPs. For
Yamuna river, upgradation of one
CETP project in Mathura for textile
industrial cluster has been taken.
Water Quality Data of Major Rivers
monitored
under
NWMP
for
Ammoniacal Nitrogen Parameter
during the Year 2020

Sl.
No.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Name of the
River

Beas
Cauvery
Ganga
Godavari
Krishna
Mahanadi
Mahi
Narmada
Sabarmati
Satluj
Tapi
Yamuna
Baitarni
Brahmani
Brahmaputra
Pennar
Swarnrekha

Ammonical
Nitrogen
(mg/L)

Min

Max

0.14
0.01
0.01
0.01
0.01
0.01
0.01
0.01
0.06
0.01
0.01
0.10
0.08
0.12
0.14
0.01
0.01

18.00
43.00
41.00
8.18
11.20
26.10
12.04
17.64
23.30
30.00
64.80
31.20
15.20
62.00
2.80
4.20
14.00

Controlling Increasing Pollution of
Water in Yamuna
29.11.2021, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Water Resources, River Development &
Ganga Rejuvenation
The main reasons for pollution in water
bodies including river Yamuna are
discharges of untreated domestic and
industrial flow as well as from solid
waste ingress into the river. The
pollution of River Yamuna is also
caused during various festivals due to
immersion of idols of Gods and
Goddesses, puja material and other
items of religious offering.
An estimated sewage flow of 3270 MLD
is being generated in Delhi against
which Delhi Government is treating
2340 MLD sewage at 34 numbers of

Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs) of
2624 MLD cumulative capacity with
average utilization of 89%. In addition,
Delhi is also treating 61.9 MLD
industrial effluent against the installed
13 nos of common effluent treatment
plants (CETPs) of 212.3 MLD capacity.
Presently, Government of India /
National Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG) has sanctioned 23 projects
costing Rs. 4290 crore for one (01)
project in Himachal Pradesh, two (02)
projects in Haryana, Twelve (12)
projects in Delhi and Eight (8) projects

10

Cleanliness Drive conducted at River Yamuna

in Uttar Pradesh under Namami Gange
programme to abate pollution load to
river Yamuna. With these projects,
1840 MLD STP capacity will be created
along with rehabilitation of 534 MLD
STP. Out of these 23 projects, total five
(05) projects have already been
completed.
National Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG) and Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) have issued guidelines,
advisories and directions to Delhi and
concerned States at different levels
from time to time, besides reviewing
the issue of pollution at various high
level meetings.
NMCG issued directions vide letter no.
F. No. l-64/7/2020/NMCG dated
15.09.2021 and 21.09.2021 to the State
Govts./authorities in Ganga basin
States and all other states respectively,
inter- alia prohibiting immersion of
such idols of Gods and Goddesses, puja
material and other items of religious
offering in water bodies like river, lakes,
ponds, wells etc. during forthcoming
festivals like Ganesh Chaturthi, Durga
Puja, Deepawali (Lakshmi Puja/ Kali

Puja), Chhath Puja (Surya Sasthi),
Viswakarma Puja, etc., as these cause
pollution/ contamination of water
leading to the deterioration in the
quality of water in rivers/ water bodies
besides having harmful effect on
aquatic life.
Similarly, CPCB issued Guidelines for
Idol Immersion on 12.05.2020 for
ensuring its implementation by the Idol
makers/ artisans, Puja organizing
committees, SPCBs/PCCs as well as
local and urban authorities. CPCB also
issued show cause notice to Delhi Jal
Board vide letter no A- 14011/1/2015MON/16476 dated 19/02/2019 under
Section 5 of Environment Act, 1986 for
non- compliance of STPs installed at
Delhi. NMCG also issued a direction u/s
5 of E(P)Act to Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) on 16.08.2018 for
optimal
utilization
of
CETPs
infrastructure and reutilization of
treated wastewater. Apart from above,
CPCB issued directions to DPCC,
UPPCB, and HSPCB u/s 18 (b) of the
Water (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1974 for prevention &
control of pollution in river Yamuna.

Status of Ganga and Yamuna Rivers
02.08.2021, Ministry of Jal Shakti
Government of India has launched the
Namami Gange Programme in June
2014, with the total budgetary outlay of
Rs.20,000 crore to accomplish the twin
objectives of effective abatement of
pollution,
conservation
and
rejuvenation of National River Ganga
and its tributaries. Government of India
has constituted National Council for
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Rejuvenation,
Protection
and
Management of river Ganga under
Environment and Protection Act, 1986
besides authorities at National, State
and District level. National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG) is one of the
authorities constituted in accordance
with the provisions of Environmental
(Protection) Act, 1986 vide notification
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no. S.O. 3187(E) dated 07.10.2016 for
the said purposes.
Under Namami Gange Programme,
diverse set of interventions for cleaning
and rejuvenation of river Ganga and its
tributaries have been taken up. These
includes pollution abatement activities
including domestic sewage, industrial
effluent, solid waste etc., River front
Management, Aviral Dhara, Rural
Sanitation, Afforestation, Biodiversity
Conservation, Public Participation etc.
A total of 346 projects are taken up at a
sanctioned cost of Rs.30,235 crore, out
of which, 158 projects are completed.
So far as river Yamuna is concerned,
under Namami Gange Programme, has
sanctioned 24 projects costing Rs. 4355
crore for abatement of pollution in river
Yamuna, a major tributary of river
Ganga, for creation of sewage treatment
capacity of 1862 MLD and other
associated sewage infrastructure. These
projects are in Himachal Pradesh (01
project), Haryana (02 projects), Delhi
(13 projects) and Uttar Pradesh (8
projects). Five projects have been
completed so far (two projects in
Haryana, two projects in Delhi and one
project in Uttar Pradesh).
Under the Namami Gange Programme,
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) is carrying out the water quality
monitoring of river Ganga in
association with State Pollution Control
Boards (SPCBs). As per CPCB data for
2021 (January to May), the observed
water quality of river Ganga indicates
that Dissolved Oxygen which is an
indicator of river health has been found
to be within acceptable limits of

notified primary bathing water quality
criteria and satisfactory to support the
ecosystem of river across all seasons
and also for almost entire stretch of
river Ganga. As a result of multi
sectoral
interventions,
as
per
comparison of median data of water
quality parameters viz., Dissolved
Oxygen (DO), Biochemical Oxygen
Demand (BOD) and Faecal Coliform
(FC) of year 2014 and 2021(January to
May), Dissolved Oxygen has improved
at 40 locations, BOD at 41 locations and
FC at 21 locations on river Ganga,
respectively. River Yamuna water
quality is also monitored under
National Water Quality Monitoring
Programme (NWMP) in association
with SPCBs of Himachal Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana by CPCB. Based on
the water quality data of river Yamuna
monitored from 2016- 2020, Dissolved
Oxygen is observed to within acceptable
limits except in the stretch of Delhi and
upto
Etawah
in
Uttar
Pradesh. Similarly, steep rise in
concentration of BOD is observed in the
stretches of Delhi and Uttar Pradesh
upto Hamirpur, after which river water
quality improves meeting the criteria
for outdoor bathing.
The cleaning of rivers is a continuous
process
and
this
Ministry
is
supplementing the efforts of the States
for checking the rising level of pollution
of river Yamuna by providing financial
assistance to States.
This information was given by the
Minister of State for Jal Shakti and
Food Processing Industries, Shri
Prahlad Singh Patel in a written reply in
the Rajya Sabha.
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Development of Tourism in NCT of
Delhi along Yamuna River
02.08.2021, Ministry of Tourism

Development of tourism infrastructure
is primarily the responsibility of the
State Government. However, the
Ministry of Tourism under its schemes
of ‘Swadesh Darshan’ and ‘National
Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation
and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation
Drive (PRASHAD)’ provides financial
assistance
to
State
Governments/Union Territory (UT)
Administrations/Central Agencies for
development of tourism infrastructure.
The projects under the scheme are
identified in consultation with the State
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Governments/Union
Territory
Administrations and are sanctioned
subject to availability of funds,
submission of suitable detailed project
reports,
adherence
to
scheme
guidelines and utilization of funds
released earlier. Ministry of Tourism
has not sanctioned any project for
development of tourism on the river
banks of Yamuna in the National
Capital Region (NCT) of Delhi.
The Government of National Capital
Territory (NCT) of Delhi has informed
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that it has constructed Signature Bridge
over river Yamuna downstream of
exiting barrage-cum-bridge and has
requested
Delhi
Development
Authority (DDA) for development work
near the Signature Bridge. Delhi
Development Authority (DDA) has
informed that it has planned
Restoration & Rejuvenation work for
development of tourism on river banks
of Yamuna in the National Capital
Region (NCT) of Delhi in three phases
as under Phase-I
Includes
removal
of
encroachments and repossession of
land, protection of floodplains by
creation / revival of wetlands,
formation of landforms (mounds),

laying of connections (walkways, cycle
tracks and trails), parking area,
plantation of riverine species of trees
and grasses etc.
Phase-II Includes development of
entrance areas, greenway with seating
area and bamboo structures, signage
and provision of amenities etc.
Phase III Includes development for
organizing cultural events creating and
public
awareness
programmes,
educational tours, nature walks,
adventure play, mud landscape like
Chaukhidhaani etc. The work is
planned to be taken up from UDF funds
of Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs.

Pollution in Yamuna River
22.07.2021, Ministry of Jal Shakti
It is the responsibility of States/Union
Territories (UTs) and local bodies to
ensure required treatment of sewage
and
industrial
effluent,
before
discharge into recipient water bodies,
including rivers, for prevention &
control of pollution therein. This
Ministry has been supplementing the
efforts of the States/UTs by providing
financial and technical assistance in
abatement of pollution in identified
stretches of rivers (river Ganga and its
tributaries), through the Namami
Gange Programme.
Presently, Government of India, under
Namami Gange Programme, has
sanctioned 24 projects costing Rs.4355
crore for abatement of pollution in river
Yamuna, a major tributary of river

Ganga for creation of sewage treatment
capacity of 1862 MLD and other
associated sewage infrastructure. These
projects are in Himachal Pradesh (01
project), Haryana (02 projects), Delhi
(13 projects) and Uttar Pradesh (8
projects). Five projects have been
completed so far (two projects in
Haryana, two projects in Delhi and one
project in Uttar Pradesh).
The cleaning of rivers is a continuous
process
and
this
Ministry
is
supplementing the efforts of the States
for checking the rising level of pollution
of river Yamuna, a tributary of river
Ganga,
by
providing
financial
assistance
to
States.
The
aforementioned projects are in
different
stages
of
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planning/construction/tendering.
Close monitoring is being done to
ensure timely completion.
This Information was given by the
Minister of State for Jal Shakti and

Tribal
Affairs,
Shri Bishweswar
Tudu in a written reply in Lok Sabha.
Source:
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRI
D=1737707

Pollution in Yamuna River
22.07.2021, Department of Water Resources, River Development &
Ganga Rejuvenation
It is the responsibility of States/Union
Territories (UTs) and local bodies to
ensure required treatment of sewage
and
industrial
effluent,
before
discharge into recipient water bodies,
including rivers, for prevention &
control of pollution therein. This
Ministry has been supplementing the
efforts of the States/UTs by providing
financial and technical assistance in
abatement of pollution in identified
stretches of rivers (river Ganga and its
tributaries), through the Namami
Gange Programme.
Presently, Government of India, under
Namami Gange Programme, has
sanctioned 24 projects costing Rs.4355
crore for abatement of pollution in river
Yamuna, a major tributary of river
Ganga for creation of sewage treatment
capacity of 1862 MLD and other

associated sewage infrastructure. These
projects are in Himachal Pradesh (01
project), Haryana (02 projects), Delhi
(13 projects) and Uttar Pradesh (8
projects). Five projects have been
completed so far (two projects in
Haryana, two projects in Delhi and one
project in Uttar Pradesh).
The cleaning of rivers is a continuous
process
and
this
Ministry
is
supplementing the efforts of the States
for checking the rising level of pollution
of river Yamuna, a tributary of river
Ganga,
by
providing
financial
assistance
to
States.
The
aforementioned projects are in
different
stages
of
planning/construction/tendering.
Close monitoring is being done to
ensure timely completion.

Development of Yamuna Riverfront
25.03.2021, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Water Resources,
River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation
Government is developing the Yamuna
River Front in Delhi which involves
restoration of the floodplain of River
Yamuna, downstream from Wazirabad
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to Okhla Barrage following principles of
environmentally
sustainable
and
nature based initiatives. Accordingly,
Under Maily Se Nirmal Yamuna
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Revitalization Project 2017, Delhi
Development Authority (DDA) is
implementing
the
project
for
‘Restoration and Rejuvenation of River
Yamuna’. The complete stretch ‘O’-zone
falling under the jurisdiction of DDA
from Wazirabad Barrage to Okhla
Barrage has been subdivided into 10
projects for restoration, preservation
and beautification of the floodplain,
including development of biodiversity
parks,
horticulture,
constructed
wetlands. A total of 1503.5 hectare area
is to be developed out of which 299.75
hectare area falling under the
jurisdiction of UP State is also being
developed by DDA.

Under Namami Gange Programme, two
river front projects have been
developed along Ganga at Patna (Bihar)
and
Chandighat
at
Haridwar
(Uttarakhand). In addition, 184 Ghats
(Uttarakhand -25, Uttar Pradesh – 96,
Bihar -34, Jharkhand -13 and West
Bengal – 16) along river Ganga have
also been sanctioned.
Under National River Conservation
Plan (NRCP), 03 projects one each on
river Nambul, (Imphal, Manipur), river
Devika and Tawi (Udhampur, J&K) and
river Tapi (Surat, Gujrat), which interalia includes river front development,
have been taken up.

Pollution in River Yamuna
18.03.2021, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Water Resources,
River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation
Yamuna River has almost no fresh
water downstream of Wajirabad
barrage in Delhi except monsoon
season. There is a critical path of 22 km
of river Yamuna in Delhi where 18
major drains discharges into
River Yamuna.
As per Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) report of January,
2021, estimated sewage generation in
Delhi is about 3273 Million Litres per
Day (MLD) (720 MGD) while installed
sewage treatment capacity is about 2715
MLD (597 MGD), out of which about
2432 MLD (535 MGD) sewage is being
treated in Delhi. Thus, about 941 MLD
(185 MGD) of sewage is finding its ways
in river through various drains.
Besides,
13
Common
Effluent
Treatment Plants (CETPs) of 212 MLD

capacity exist for 17 industrial clusters
in Delhi and as per report, all these
CETPs are non-compliant.
Bio-chemical Oxygen Demand (BOD)
of river Yamuna at Palla (entry point of
Delhi) is about 2.0 mg/l which falls in
Class B (outdoor bathing) as per
designated best use of water by Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB). BOD
of River Yamuna in Delhi stretch
increases to 4.8-40 mg/l downstream
of Wajirabad barrage to Okhla which
indicates that the sewage treatment
capacity is not sufficient in the city.
Presently in Delhi, under Namami
Gange Programme, a total of 13 projects
have been taken up with a sanctioned
cost of Rs.2419 crore to abate the
pollution in river Yamuna. These
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projects are at various stages of
implementation.
Through
these
projects, a total of 1384.5 MLD (304
MGD) sewage treatment capacities will
be created in Delhi.
Directions were issued by the Ministry
of Jal Shakti to Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) dated 16.8.2018
under Section 5 of Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 against suboptimal functioning of CETPs as well as
reutilization of treated waste water in
the State of Delhi. In addition, as
reported by CPCB, directions were also
issued to Delhi Jal Board (DJB) dated
19.02.2019 under the said Act against
non-complying
sewage
treatment
plants operating in Delhi.
Central Monitoring Committee under
the Chairmanship of Secretary,
Ministry of Jal Shakti has been
monitoring
the
progress
in

implementation of Action Plan for the
State of Delhi including sewerage
projects for abatement of pollution in
the river Yamuna in a time bound
manner. The Committee has also
directed the NCT of Delhi for
completing their initiatives without any
further delay.
The matter of increased pollution levels
in river Yamuna due to discharge of
pollutants as petitioned by Delhi Jal
Board (WP-Civil No.8/2021 DJB vs
State of Haryana & Others) has been
taken up as Suo Moto Writ Petition
(Civil) ‘Remediation of Polluted Rivers’
no. 1/2021 by the Hon’ble Supreme
Court of India and the matter is being
heard thereof.
Source:
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRI
D=1705786

Pollution Level in Yamuna River
during Lockdown
04.02.2021, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Water Resources,
River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation
Monitoring of River Yamuna was
carried out during April, 2020 within
Delhi stretch by Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB)at 3 monitoring
locations viz. Palla, Nizamuddin bridge
and Okhla U/S to assess the impact of
lockdown on water quality. The results
of the analysis indicate the following:

water quality criteria for bathing viz.
pH, Dissolved Oxygen (DO) and
Biochemical
Oxygen
Demand
(BOD), whereas, the water quality at
Nizamuddin bridge and Okhla U/S
was not complying with respect to
Primary water quality criteria for
bathing in terms of DO and BOD.

1. Water Quality of River Yamuna
within the Delhi stretch at Palla, was
complying with respect to Primary

2. As regards the assessment of water
quality of river Yamuna in April
2020 during lockdown period, as
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compared to pre-lockdown period
i.e. March, 2020, at Palla,
improvement in terms of BOD was
observed
and
at
locations
Nizamuddin bridge and Okhla U/S,
improvement in terms of both DO
and BOD was observed.
The improvement in water quality has
been attributed to:

I.

II.

III.

Release of fresh water from
Wazirabad
Barrage
and
availability of dilution in river
Yamuna;
Stoppage of industrial effluent
discharge (about 35.9 MLD) due to
lockdown
during
COVID-19
pandemic;
Good
penetration
of
solar
radiation in water body due to
washing out of bottom sediments,
settleable and colloidal form of
pollutants in river Yamuna due to

IV.

discharge of fresh water from
Wazirabad barrage; and
Absence of human activities such
as throwing of garbage, bathing,
washing of clothes etc. due to
lockdown
during
COVID-19
pandemic.

Stringent monitoring and regulation of

industries and pollution sources is
undertaken to assess the compliance
status of Grossly Polluting Industries
(GPIs) for enforcing regulatory
framework on the polluting industries.
Stringent action is taken by Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB)/State
Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs)/
Pollution Control Committees against
the GPIs discharging into main stem of
Ganga River & its tributaries which are
non-complying with respect to the
prescribed norms.
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Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change (MoEF & CC)
formulates and notifies standards for
emission or discharge of environmental
pollutants viz. air pollutants and water
pollutants from industries, operations
or processes with an aim to protect and
improve the quality of the environment
and abate environmental pollution.
Industry specific effluent/emission
standards are notified under ScheduleI: ‘Standards for Emission or Discharge
of Environmental Pollutants from
Various Industries’ of Environment
Protection Act, 1986. State Pollution

Control Boards and Pollution Control
Committees in States and Union
Territories, respectively are adhered to
ensure the compliance of these
standards. So far, 47 industry specific
effluent standards and 63 industry
specific emission standards have been
notified. Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) regulates industrial
pollution through consent mechanism.
DPCC has issued stricter norms for
sewage treatment in Delhi.
Source:https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDe
tailm.aspx?PRID=1695262

Shallowing of Yamuna River
04.02.2021, Ministry of Jal Shakti
Lower Yamuna Division, Central Water
Commission (CWC) monitors the
hydrological observations including
cross-section of river Yamuna in Agra
(Poiyaghat Station). As per available
data, no significant change in the
Yamuna river bed has been observed in
last 5 years.
U.P. Pollution Control Board (UPPCB)
monitors the water quality of river
Yamuna in Agra city at 5 places
including upstream (U/S) of Agra city
(Kailash Ghat) and downstream (D/S)
of Agra city (Near Taj). As per latest
water quality report of December 2020,
Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) of
river Yamuna at U/S is 12mg/lit and at
D/S is 16.8 mg/lit.
Further, Water Quality of Yamuna
River is being regularly monitored at
Poiyaghat Station. Agra under Lower
Yamuna Division, Central Water
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Commission. The Dissolved Oxygen
(DO) and Biological Oxygen Demand
(BOD) data have been plotted for last 5
years and no conclusive pattern of
changes has been observed at Poiyaghat
Station, Agra.
National Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG) has sanctioned a project “Agra
Sewerage Scheme (I&D works) and
construction of 10 Decentralized STPs”
for creation of additional 178.60 MLD
STP capacity at the estimated cost of
Rs. 842.25 crore to cater to the sewage
treatment demand till the year 2035.
This information was given by the
Minister of State for Jal Shakti & Social
Justice and Empowerment Shri Rattan
Lal Kataria in Lok Sabha.
Source:
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.as
px?PRID=1695261
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CPCB raises concern on Pollution
and Frothing in River Yamuna
06.12.2020, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Asks Delhi and other states for
effective sewage treatment.
CPCB monitors water quality of River
Yamuna and drains discharging into
the River.

are 100% tapped and no flow at
downward of interception observed, 02
drains were found tapped but overflow
into river Yamuna was observed. One
drain (drain no. 14) has no flow at all.
Due to partially/untreated discharge of
sewage
and
industrial
effluent
containing phosphorus, many times,
foaming also is observed.
CPCB, taking cognizance of this, issued
directions to Delhi Jal Board to submit
time bound action plan to ensure
compliance to norms by STPs and that
no untreated sewage is discharged to
these drains.

In the past, CPCB observed froth
formation and increase in ammonia
levels in river Yamuna because of
discharge of untreated sewage, nonoperation of existing Sewage Treatment
Plants, improper functioning of
Effluent
Treatment
Plants(ETPs)
installed by the industries and
Common
Effluent
Treatment
Plants(CETPs) located on the banks of
river Yamuna.
Monitoring of 22 drains carried out
recently, indicated that 14 drains (Sonia
Vihar, Najafgarh, Shastri Park,
Shahdara, etc.) are found untapped,
discharging sewage. While 05 drains

Delhi Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) has been directed to take action
against
non-complying
Common
Effluent Treatment Plans (CETPs) and
industrial units. Similar directions have
also been issued to State Pollution
Control Boards of Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh.
In view of the importance of the issues,
reminders have been issued today to
concerned agencies to submit action
taken report by 15th December, 2020.
Source:
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.as
px?PRID=1678726
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Funds for Yamuna Action Plan
17.09.2020, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Water Resources,
River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation
Cleaning of Rivers is an ongoing
process and Government of India (GoI)
is supplementing the efforts of the
States for pollution abatement of river
Yamuna, a major tributary of River
Ganga by providing financial assistance
to Haryana, Delhi and Uttar Pradesh
since 1993 in phased manner under the
Yamuna Action Plan (YAP). The
pollution abatement work taken up
under
YAP
relates
to
sewerage/interception and diversion of
drains, sewage treatment plants (STPs),
low
cost
creation
of
sanitation/community
toilet
complexes, electric/improved wood
crematoria, etc which lead to the
conservation of River Yamuna. Till
date, an amount of Rs.1851.95 crore has
been released as GoI’s share to above
States under different phases of YAP

and other schemes. Sewage treatment
capacity of 942.25 million litres per day
(mld) has been created under YAP- I &
II in Haryana, Delhi and Uttar Pradesh.
The water quality of river Yamuna has
not shown the desired improvement in
Delhi due to a large gap between sewage
generation and availability of sewage
treatment capacity and also the lack of
adequate fresh water in the river.
A total of 13 projects have been taken up
at a cost of Rs.2419 Crore to abate the
pollution in river Yamuna which are at
various stages of implementation.
Through these projects, a total of 1385
MLD sewage treatment capacity (998.5
MLD STP capacity along with upgradation & rehabilitation of 386 MLD
STP capacity) will be created in Delhi.

Discharge of Industrial Waste into
Yamuna River
19.03.2020, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Water Resources,
River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation
Based on the water quality monitoring
including that for ammonia levels in
river Yamuna at Delhi carried out by
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) and Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC), it has been
observed that ammonia levels has
increased to 1.8 ppm and ranges from
Below Detection Limit (BDL) to 38.8
ppm for the year 2019.

21

Increase in ammonia levels in river
Yamuna is due to discharge of
untreated wastewater and industrial
effluents on account of inadequate
sewage and industrial wastewater
treatment facilities and inefficient
utilisation of existing facilities.
Various steps have been taken towards
abatement of pollution in River
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Yamuna through interventions in form
of
augmentation
of
sewerage
infrastructure, monitoring of industrial
effluents etc. Under Namami Gange
programme of Government of India, 24
projects costing Rs.4609 Crore have
been sanctioned in State of Himachal
Pradesh, Haryana, Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh to abate pollution load into
river Yamuna. With these projects,
1310.6 Million Litres per Day (MLD)
Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) capacity
will be created along with rehabilitation
of 528.18 MLD STP. In Delhi, these
include 13 projects at various stages of
implementation costing Rs.2419 Crore
aimed at creation of 1384.5 MLD
sewage treatment capacity (including
386 MLD STP capacity through
upgradation & rehabilitation). Two
projects have been completed in
Sonipat and Panipat creating STP
capacity of total 70 MLD and
rehabilitation of 75 MLD STPs.

In addition, directions have been issued
by National Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG) dated 16.8.2018 under EP
Act’1986 to Delhi Pollution Control
Committee for optimal utilisation of

CETPs in Delhi and also reutilisation of
treated wastewater. Further similar
directions have also been issued by
NMCG dated 31.07.2019 to Uttar
Pradesh Pollution Control Board
(UPPCB) for proper operation of STPs
in Gautam Budh Nagar (Noida &
Greater Noida) so as to prevent
discharge of untreated wastewater into
River Yamuna. Directions have been
issued by CPCB to Haryana State
Pollution Control Board under relevant
sections of Water (Prevention &
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 vide
letter dated 04.12.2017 for preventing
mixing of untreated waste water with
fresh water in drain no 6 and 8,
operation of Effluent Treatment Plants
(ETPs) installed in industries in
Sonipat and Panipat as well as Common
Effluent Treatment Plants (CETP) at
Kundli, Sonepat and Panipat as per
environmental laws so as to prevent
discharge of untreated effluents into
drain no 8/ River Yamuna. Further it
has been directed that all the
wastewater shall be conveyed to STPs
and CETPs so that only treated
wastewater is discharged into drains.
Principal Committee of Hon’ble NGT
under the chairmanship of Secretary,
Ministry of Jal Shakti is monitoring
implementation of directions dated
13.01.2015 of Hon’ble NGT in O.A. No.
of 06 of 2012 in the matter of Manoj
Mishra Vs Union of India & Ors. The
Monitoring Committee of Hon’ble NGT
comprising of Ms. Shailja Chandra
former Chief Secretary, Delhi and Mr.
B. S. Sajwan former Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests and former
Expert Member of NGT is also
monitoring the progress in this matter.
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Celebrating Rivers of India
(Theme for Ministry of Jal Shakti under Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav)
Ministry of Jal Shakti has been created by the Government of India by integrating the
Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation and the Department of Water
Resources River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, with a goal of integrated
water resources management under one umbrella, so that all the issues relating to
water are dealt with in a holistic manner. This Ministry will also look after rural
sanitation and take forward the Swachh Bharat Mission, ensuring that the
achievements made under the Mission are sustained and in furtherance, arrangements
be made for safe disposal of solid and liquid waste in rural areas.

The Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav
(AKAM) was celebrated by Ministry
of Jal Shakti (MoJS) during 15th25th December, 2021 across the
country on the selected theme of
"Celebrating Rivers of India" with
the aim of ensuring maximum public
outreach through Jan Bhagidari. In this
context, one day has been earmarked to
MoEF&CC for undertaking various
events for Biodiversity Conservation, at
selected sites across various rivers of
India i.e., Ganga, Yamuna, Mahanadi,
Cauvery, Brahmaputra etc. To celebrate
the event, Delhi-based ENVIS RPs:
WWF ENVIS RP, SULABH ENVIS RP,
SPA ENVIS RP, TERI ENVIS RP, JNU
ENVIE RP and CPCB ENVIS RP
jointly conducted “Awareness
drive for conservation of Yamuna
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River” on 21st December, 2021,
supported by MoEF&CC.

Preparatory Planning for the
cleanliness drive by Delhi Based ENVIS
RPs Team
For making necessary arrangements for
the cleanliness and awareness drive to
be conducted on 21st December, 2021, a
team of five (5) members from WWF
ENVIS RP, SPA ENVIS RP and Sulabh
ENVIS RP visited the designated areas
under the scheme i.e., Salimgarh
Fort and Yamuna Ghat on 18th
December, 2021. The basic reason for
conducting preliminary survey by
Delhi-based ENVIS centres to identify
Yamuna Ghats where to starts
upcoming event. The team also visited
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the nearby areas like Neeli chhatri
mandir, Yamuna ghat no. 20-24
and Salimgarh village and RWA
association, Sarvodaya colony for
meeting the residents and encouraging
them to attend the cleanliness and
awareness drive to be conducted on 21st
December. Currently, the Yamuna is
polluted and not even fit for bathing in
the Delhi stretch, except for Palla, the
point where the river enters the city,

produced daily in Delhi flow into the
Yamuna untreated. Cleaning up the
place was of utmost importance.
Equally imperative was to garner more
citizen participation and increase
awareness about the damage to the
environment.
On 18th December, 2021, prior to
conduction of the event, the team spoke
to ward counsellor Shri. Rajesh

Map showing location of site where cleanliness drive was conducted
according to government data.
Delhi depends on the Yamuna River for
more than 60 percent of its waterrelated needs. The river is greatly
significant for the economic and
ecological needs of the region and its
people. However, over the years, huge
amounts of chemicals, plastic, and
other non-biodegradable pollutants
have disturbed the ecological balance of
the river. More than half of the
estimated 3.6 billion tons of sewage

Captain, Members of the Yamuna Ghat
Panda Association Shri. Sunil Kumar,
residents of Salimgarh village and
Sarvodaya
colony
for
active
participation for the event. Majority of
the people showed their concern and
willingness for active participation in
the cleanliness drive.
The team planned on some activities
with due consultation and with the help
of the locals and the association
members to be conducted on the event
day:
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1. To have a cleanliness drive on the
bank of Yamuna River at Ghaat no.
20, 21, 22, 23 and 24
2. To raise awareness about rivers and
its importance at Yamuna chaupal
with local residents of Yamuna
River and nearby colonies

3. Having proper discussion with
locals
to
gather
indigenous
knowledge for protection and
cleaning of Yamuna River
4. To sensitize nearby residents to
monitor visitors’ activity and spread
importance of cleanliness.

Meeting with members of the Yamuna Ghat Panda Association

Cleanliness drive of River Yamuna
21st December, 2021, was the day
marked for conducting the cleanliness
drive. The cleanliness drive was
conducted at Yamuna ghat with the
active participation of locals of
Salimgarh Village along with ENVIS
team members. The team reached the
venue around 10:00 in the morning and
took a brief view and roundup of the
designated area at the ghat where the
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cleanliness drive was to be carried out.
The team was also joined by the
members of Yamuna Ghat Panda
Association and the officials from
Municipal Corporation department.
The team from the municipal
corporation department ensured their
proper help and coordination to the
ENVIS team in the cleanliness drive.
The cleanliness drive was to start from
12 noon hence the team went to the
nearby Salimgarh Village to gather the
locals for the cleanliness drive.
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The Salimgarh Village was hardly at a
distance of 500 metres from the ghat.
The team reached the village and had a
fruitful talk with the locals there. They
ensured their maximum participation
and also appreciated the team’s effort
towards cleaning of the only river of the

city. Our team visited each and every
household of the village and was
greeted cheerfully by the residents
there. As it was a working day, we could
have only the females and the kids from
the area for the awareness and
cleanliness drive.

The team, along with the residents of
the Salimgarh Village, carried out a
rally up till Yamuna Ghat no. 20 with
banners and place cards with slogans
and pledges written on it. The team was
actively joined in by several people on
their way while proceeding towards the

Yamuna Ghat. At the Ghat, the team
and the locals were joined by the
members of the Yamuna Ghat Panda
Association (YGPA) and the MCD
officials. A brief speech was given by the
head of the YGPA Shri Sunil Kumar to
the mass gathered and thereafter the
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cleanliness
drive
started
with
everyone’s active participation. The
team from Delhi Based ENVIS RPs also
installed two dustbins at the Ghat for
ensuring no littering there. The team
also witnessed some people throwing
away plastics and several other wastes
in the river and were given warning,
made to pledge not to pollute the river.
At the end, we thanked the locals and
the association members and MCD
officials for their active participation
.

27

and involvement in the cleanliness
drive. The event was indeed very
fruitful and there were individuals from
different age group that took part in the
event which showed that the villagers
are very much concerned about
conservation of river Yamuna. We,
ENVIS team members feel very happy
that we all got an opportunity to
contribute towards such as noble cause
that ensures biodiversity conservation.
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Cleanliness drive at Yamuna Ghat involving local residents
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Government Initiatives

Funds for Cleaning of Yamuna River
20.12.2021, Ministry of Jal Shakti

The Government of India has launched
the Namami Gange Programme in June
2014 to accomplish its twin objective of
abatement of pollution, conservation
and rejuvenation of river Ganga and its
tributaries. Yamuna is also included in
Namami Gange Programme.
The cleaning of Rivers is an ongoing
process and this Department is
supplementing the efforts of the States
for checking the rising level of pollution
of river Yamuna, a tributary of River
Ganga,
by
providing
financial
S.
No.
1.
2.

Details
Himachal
Pradesh
Haryana

3.

Delhi

4.

Uttar
Pradesh

Upto October 2021, a total expenditure
of Rs.1672.49 crore has been made in
the 23 projects for river Yamuna.
The projects undertaken under
Namami Gange Programme and details
of share of Central & State
Governments in these projects is given
below:

No of
Projects

cost sharing basis
between the Central and
the State Government

1

100% centrally sponsored

2

70:30

10

85:15

1
1

70:30
50:50

8

100% centrally sponsored

assistance to States of Himachal
Pradesh, Haryana, Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh.
Further, under Namami Gange
Programme, Government of India has
sanctioned 23 projects costing Rs.4290
crore for creating / rehabilitation of
1840 MLD STP capacity in Yamuna
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basin. These 23 projects are spread in
Himachal Pradesh (1 project), Haryana
(2 projects), Delhi (12 projects) and
Uttar Pradesh (8 projects).

Remarks
Paonta Sahib
Panipat & Sonipat
Okhla, Rithala & Kondli
(YAP-III)
Najafgarh
Coronation Pillar
Kairana,
Baghpat,
Vrindavan,
Mathura,
Agra, Etawah, Firozabad

The Hon’ble Supreme Court in the
matter of WP NO. 375 of 2012 –
Paryavaran Suraksha Samiti and
another versus Union of India and
others vide its order dated 22.02.2017
has inter-alia ordered that the setting
up of “common effluent treatment
plants”, should be taken up as an urgent
mission. In this regard, setting up of

Cleanliness Drive conducted at River Yamuna

common effluent treatment plants is
already under implementation.
With reference to common effluent
treatment plants, which are yet to be set
up, it was directed by the Hon’ble
Supreme Court that the concerned
State/UT Governments to complete the
same within a period of three years,
from date of the order. It was also
observed that while acquiring land for
the common effluent treatment plants,
the concerned State/UT Governments
will acquire such additional land, as
may be required for setting up “zero
liquid discharge plants”, if and when
required in the future.
In pursuance orders passed by the
National
Green
Tribunal,
the
Government of NCT Delhi in
coordination with other authorities viz.
Delhi Development Authority (DDA),
Delhi Pollution Control Committee

(DPCC), Delhi Jal Board (DJB) and the
State Governments of Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh is pursuing the action to
set up the requisite STPs and
implement the action plan for
prevention and control of pollution in
river Yamuna. The concerned State
Governments viz. State Government of
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and NCT of
Delhi are also submitting, periodical
action taken report to prevent, control
and abatement of pollution in rivers to
the Department of Water Resources,
River
Development
and
Ganga
Rejuvenation.
This Information was given by the
Minister of State for Jal Shakti, Shri
Bishweswar Tudu in a written reply in
Rajya Sabha.
Source:
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.as
px?PRID=1783528

Sources of information
 Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), GoI.
 https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1782290

***

30

